
How are you, all our dear supporters? It has been 
too long, since I last wrote to you. Thankfully, Pastor 
May and our new Communications Director, Leena 
Simojoki, have kept you up to speed with events of 
Lutherans  in  Africa  and  the  Lutheran  School  of 
Theology. This gives me a marvelous opportunity to 
concentrate on our family news.

THANK YOU FOR LAST SUMMER 

Last summer we had 
a  privilege  to  visit 
many  and  various 
congregations  in 
America. Our travels 
were  limited  mostly 
to  Midwest,  but  we 
did  make  one  long 
loop down south  to 
Arkansas  and  also 
stepped  across  the 
Canada  border  up 
north. In addition to 
church  visits  we 
were blessed to have 

been invited  to  some home gatherings,  where  we 
got to meet with people in a more personal level. 

MAY KIDS AT SCHOOL, NEAR AND FAR 

As  we  returned  to  Africa,  we  left  our  oldest 
daughter, Maggie, behind. She took an opportunity 
to study in Mayer Lutheran High School, Minnesota 
for her two final  high school  years.  It  was not an 
easy  decision  for  her  nor  for  her  parents,  but 
thankfully things have been wonderful for her this 
far.  She  enjoys  her  new  friends,  studies,  and  the 

freedom of spending time 
with  her  classmates  after 
school  and  during 
weekends  since  many 
students  have  driver’s 
license and can offer rides 
to each other.

The  steady  building 
progress  at  the  Lutheran 
School  of  Theology  has 
prompted  us  to  look 

ahead and plan for the best course of action with the 
rest  of  our kids’  education.  The road to LST is  in 
much  better  condition  than  it  was  when  we 
purchased the plot, but it would still demand a great 
effort  to get  to the international  school  every day. 
Since  we  prefer  not  to  put  our  kids  through 
extended school days with long and bumpy rides, I 
began the homeschool journey. First with only Sarai 
and Sofia for one year. Then, for this ongoing year, 
the  switch was made to  have Matthew and Jonas 
under my full time teaching. 
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Sofia  and  Tristan  are  completing  their  education 
online from home. They both attend the orchestra 
and  some  after  school  sports  at  the  international 
school.  Last  August, 
Sarai  returned  to  the 
international school. Also 
she is active in orchestra 
and is in the swim team. 
Sarai  felt  too  separated 
from  her  peers  during 
her  homeschool  year, 
therefore  the  return,  but 
has  decided  to  begin 
with  an  online 
homeschool  program 
after our move to LST.

There have been days when I have wished I could 
be “only” a mother to our kids; not a teacher and a 
supervisor who has to make sure that a 15-year-old 
boy completes his assignments before running out 
to shoot yet another rabbit or set more traps for rats. 

Tristan truly appreciates 
the  less  rigid  study 
schedule: he can choose 
to study late at night or 
during  weekends  and 
take  breaks  as  he 
pleases.  But  this  does 
cause  a  challenge  to 
keep  up  with  the 
schedule.  Thankfully, 
Tristan has spent many 
days  at  LST  with  his 
father  since  the 

beginning  of  the  year. 
Father  is  naturally  a 
more  strict  “principal” 
than the  gentle  mother 
and school assignments 
are  getting  completed, 
although the boy would 
rather  have  longer 
hours  helping  in 
construction,  taking 
care  of  poultry,  or 
ro a m i n g  a ro u n d 
hunting  or  observing 
animals.

Our young boys have loads of energy. So much of it, 
that it must be released by rolling on the floor like 
bear  cubs,  or  just  smacking  each  other  at  every 
chance.  By  now  we  have  adapted  into  a  more 
peaceful classroom behavior, yet if I’m pulled away 
for  even  a  minute,  the  two  often  disappear,  and 
teaching can resume only after I have tracked them 
down and pulled them back to books.

DARKER CLOUDS DURING FALL 

Last  fall  was definitely  challenging time for  me.  I 
was  struggling  to  find  joy  in  teaching.  I  lost  my 
longterm house help, and all of the sudden I felt like 
I didn’t have time to perform anything properly. I 
was falling short at every front: as a teacher, wife, 
and  mother.  A rise 
in  our  rent,  and 
finding  a  much 
cheaper  house 
before our home at 
LST  is  finished, 
prompted  us  to 
move. As you may 
guess,  moving  did 
not  help  to  reduce 
the work nor stress. 
In  addition,  the  devil  was  relentlessly  throwing 
sticks to the wheels at the work front, which affected 
my husband’s mood. Seeing how much he had to 
carry made me feel even worse, up to the point, that 
I  suggested  whether  we  should  consider  leaving 
Africa behind. My dear pastor husband had another 
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angle  to  consider.  “Does  Gospel  belong  to 
everybody?”, he asked me. “Does the Word of God 
spread when we teach pastors and evangelists and 
they take the teaching to their people? Do you think 
God is against this? Or is it the devil, who wants the 
work to  stop by all  means  possible?”  Of  course  I 
knew the answers. Only I felt so beaten that I didn’t 
know how to work my way forward.

Thankfully  God  knew.  Little  by  little  he  placed 
pieces to their  proper slots.  Some work issues got 
solved. I got a new house help. And our temporary 
home happened to have a beautiful view down to a 
valley and hills beyond it! I love stepping out to our 
upstairs’ balcony every morning. 
Taking a deep breath of fresh air I own the promise 
recorded in Psalms:

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help 
come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven 
and earth.The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will 
keep your life. The LORD will keep your going out and 
your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 
Ps. 121:1-2,7-8

Since  the  gray  circumstances  of  fall  time,  life  has 
included  more  smiles  and  happy  moments.  The 
highlight was to get Maggie for a visit during her 
Christmas  break.  We  had  a  wonderful,  necessary, 
few days’ vacation at the Kenyan coast, that released 
our minds from difficulties and allowed many good 
conversations with our kids. 

Carried  by 
our Heavenly 
F a t h e r ’ s 
t e n d e r 
mercies  and 
strength,  we 
are privileged 
to  continue 
the  work  in 
his  harvest. 
Always  in  thanks  and  awe  of  your  prayers  and 
support.

JamesTiinaMaggieTristanSaraiSofiaJonasMatthew 
May

SUPPORT OUR WORK

ONLINE
To  make  a  donation  online,  visit  our  website 
www.lutheransinafrica.com.

BY CHECK
1. SEND your check made payable to 
Lutherans in Africa 
noting in the memo field one of the below:
- Lutheran School of Theology
- Daily Mission Work 
- May Family 
- Simojoki Family
2. MAIL the check to:
Lutherans in Africa
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 7500 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
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