
Fall Newsletter

Teaching in Yambio, South Sudan

Greetings dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

As I am writing to you, I am sitting in the classroom of the Concordia Lutheran
Institute for the Holy Ministry in Yambio, South Sudan while 22 men are taking
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their catechism exam. This is a common activity and a fundamental one. Each
and every day, when I receive questions from Christians about different concerns
in life or doctrine, the answer could have always been received from the
catechism. It seems like such a small book but it is better described as succinct
and profound. Each time I begin teaching, students complain about the
assignment to memorize, but then each time when we are half way through the
program, the light begins to shine as the students arrive at the “aha moment”.
Then they say, “This is the real, essential guide we need in order to do the work of
an evangelist!”



Guest Professors and Volunteers

Before I go too far in my newsletter, you might wonder why I am in South Sudan
when we have our own Bible school in Nairobi, Kenya that many of you are
supporting. Fear not, the construction and the studies are ongoing. In fact we
have been blessed to have Rev Kalle Väätäinen from St. Peter’s Congregation,
Kuopio, Finland to teach a course on the Formula of Concord. Along with him
came a member of his congregation, Pekka Parviainen, who is busy operating



the backhoe and digging a trench for our water piping system. Until now, we have
been using cheap plastic pipes above ground, but as the mission campus is
taking shape, it is better to install permanent pipes so that we have a proper
plumbing system. We thank God for such wonderful supporters who help us with
prayers, finances, but also with their talents and skills that God has given to them.
It is also a great blessing to have visiting professors so that the future pastors in
Africa know that the Lutheran teaching is not only confessed by one person but
by many all across the world.

Last month, we were also blessed to have volunteers come from Wisconsin.
Kimberly and Joan are farmers who heard about Lutherans in Africa and decided
they wanted to help out in whatever way they could. They inspected our poultry
system and gave many suggestions on how to improve our production of
chickens and eggs. We have made some changes in the chicken houses and our
feed, and already the eggs are increasing in size! We have also allocated space
in the garden so that we do not have to buy all the chicken feed but we can be
producing our own. This is all part of the vision we have in being self-sustainable.
I confess that I do not know how to do it all, and we are always open to your
ideas, suggestions, and knowledge so that we can be the best stewards of all the
gifts that God has given to us.



Jason Stephens also came back to review the construction and help orient our
new team member, Tuomo Simojoki, on how to manage the daily operations.
This was a great help to Tuomo as it is overwhelming to leave an office job in
Finland and move to Kenya; to work in the bush to build a school out of stones,
and to run a mission center as organically as possible in a country where it is not
so easy to find the tools or parts that are needed. In Africa you must be very
resourceful, creative, and patient.

Another volunteer who came was Rev Jani-Matti Ylilehto from Andreas
Congregation, Kokkola, Finland. He taught a class on the Augsburg Confession.
Rev Jani-Matti adapted very well and is eager to return again. We hope that some
of our short term visitors will also consider joining Lutherans in Africa for longer
periods of time. Please pray for more missionaries!



Rev Jani-Matti Ylilehto from the Finnish Lutheran Mission Diocese preaching at Luther Chapel in Nairobi,
Kenya.

Mission in Zambia

Procession to dedicate the new Lutheran Church in Chinini where Rev Andrew Banda was serving and
helping to building before he was tragically killed in a road accident.

The reason I ask you to pray for more missionaries is because when Rev Jani-



Matti was here, then I was off to another mission area, Zambia. As with many of
the young churches in Africa, the Lutheran church in Zambia is facing many
challenges brought by the hand of Satan. I visited the Eastern region, a village
called Chinini. This area was being served by a pastor I trained some years ago,
but earlier this year he was in an accident. That morning, he woke up before
sunrise, at 4am, to bicycle to the church to work on building their place of worship
before the heat of the day would make working difficult. As he was riding, a bus
carrying many passengers was over-speeding and not paying attention. It struck
Rev Andrew, and he was killed. Since the Lutheran Bible School in Zambia
closed a few years ago, they do not have anyone to replace him. Membership is
starting to fade, and the young man who is filling in has no training. The nearest
Lutheran pastor lives about eight hours away and even he is sick and in hospital.
The pastor shortage is very great and people are dying spiritually because of their
lack of knowledge of God’s Word.

As the Bible says: 
Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; 
because you have rejected knowledge, 
I reject you from being a priest to me.

And since you have forgotten the law of your God, 
I also will forget your children.

Dedication of the Lutheran Church at Chinini, Zambia.



We must remember that this knowledge of the way of salvation through Jesus
Christ is not something we know by nature, and it is certainly not something
taught in schools.

1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they
are spiritually discerned.

Spiritually discerned does not mean that one needs to be some super Christian.
The Holy Spirit is the one who comes to us through hearing the Word of God, and
it is the Holy Spirit who helps us to understand and know God rightly, that we may
turn from our sins and be saved through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus promised to
send the Holy Spirit to help us know, understand, and believe these things.

Bishop Robert Kaumba baptizes the first child at the Lutheran Church in Chinini, Zambia.

John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

This is why it is important, now more than before, to send more workers into the
harvest. More pastors need to be trained. They need to be equipped with
catechisms, study bibles, hymnals, and other good teaching resources. These
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same resources need to be translated into the languages of the people, which is
what we are doing in Zambia. And then when these Gospel teaching tools are
printed, we need to get them to the people. Thank you all for supporting the work
of Lutherans in Africa!

Romans 10:14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the
good news!”

This is a class picture of the 22 men plus their leaders from the Concordia Lutheran Institute for the Holy
Ministry in Yambio, South Sudan.

PRAYER REQUESTS
For the students at the Lutheran School of Theology that they would learn and
become good and faithful workers for Christ's harvest.

For the professors that they would faithfully and rightly teach the Word of God.

For all the construction work that is ongoing that tools and materials would be
used wisely and all workers would be kept from injury and danger.



To support the preaching of the Gospel and the training of workers for the
harvest, please make a donation: 
- Lutheran School of Theology 
- Daily Mission Work 
- May Family 
- Simojoki Family

or send your check made payable to Lutherans in Africa, noting in the memo
field: 
Lutheran School of Theology 
Daily Mission Work 
May Family 
Simojoki Family

and mail to:

Lutherans in Africa 
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
7500 State Road 
Parma, OH 44134

www.LutheransinAfrica.com

Bonus Photos
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Flying in little airplanes into remote areas of South Sudan will encourage you to pray even more when there is
a thunderstorm before take off!



Refueling the planes out in the bush is also a unique experience. That looks pretty safe and legit, right?
(eyeroll)

All aboard!



The views coming into the villages can be quite fantastic.

**Bonus Baptism Photos

I don't know about you but I love baptisms and is a time for great rejoicing. We
celebrated about 20 more baptisms this past couple months. Here are a couple
photos of them.











Ok, this isn't a baptism photo but I met this boy one morning on a run out in the bush in Zambia. Made me
smile to think this boy thinks it is cool to be Canadian.
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