
 

The  new  semester  at  the  Lutheran  School  of 
Theology has begun. Studies started with a visiting 
teacher, Pastor Markus Pöyry, from Finland. He was 
teaching Paul’s letter to the Romans for two weeks.  
While  Pastor  Pöyry  was  taking  good  care  of  the 
students, Rev. May travelled to Benin and Burkina 
Faso to follow up on the translation work of the Fon 
and  Ngourmatche  Catechisms.  The  translation 
projects  need looking after  so as to keep them on 
track. That is why we are trying to have more of the 
translation work done at LST. The guiding and the 
teaching can happen real-time, and we can take care 
of many projects at the same time. It is more efficient 
and insures the quality of the work.

 

UNIQUE LOCAL 
MATERIALS 

The Finnish Pastor 
brought  with  him 
two  hardworking 
volunteers  from 
his  congregation. 
Father  and  son 
Iso-Oja  were 
installing the ceiling batons in the Mission Center 
and house.  The job was not  easy because of  local 
circumstances. The timber here is quite unlike what 
we are used to in the Western world. The installation 
work needs a lot of patience, as every piece of wood 
is  unique.  But  the  Iso-Ojas  strove  with  great 
determination and the ceiling batons were installed.

CONTRACTOR 

Hooray! Prayers have been 
answered  and  we  have 
found  an  excellent 
contractor!  Thanks to your 
prayers and your generous 
donations,  we  have  now 
made  a  contract  with  a 
professional  construction 
company  called  Douglas 
Projects.  The  Western 
owned  company  has  been 
working for a long time in 
East Africa and understands well the challenges that 
come with building in Kenya. They are known for 
work  that  fulfils  the  higher  Western  quality 
demands.  The  company  has  a  reputation  for  its 
commitment  to  integrity,  good  quality  and 
reliability.  Many  Mission  organizations  have  used 
their services and have been very pleased with their 
work.
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With the money we now 
have,  Douglas  Projects 
can  finish  the 
uncompleted  library  as 
well  as  the  Mission 
Center  and house.  As a 
new  project  they  will 
construct  a  million  litre 
rain  water  reservoir. 
Securing  the  water 
supply for LST is vitally 
important.  We  are  now 
in the middle of the hot 

and dry season.  You can feel  the dryness all  over 
your body. Your skin and lips crinkle,  your throat 
and eyes are parched. The wind blows the red soil 
everywhere. Hair and clothes are covered with sand. 
For many people this is a very challenging time in 
Kenya. They have been without a water supply for 
some time now, so they are having to buy their daily 
water  in  canisters.  With  the  soon  to  be  built 
reservoir and the dam built by volunteers, we make 
sure that there is enough clean water for operating 
the school but also for taking care of our neighbours. 
We  can  offer  water  to  them  so  that  they  are  not 
forced to travel  long distances to keep their  cattle 
alive.

NEW KITCHEN 

The kitchen team working for us is amazing. They 
have  done  a  marvellous  job  in  very  challenging 
circumstances. The kitchen is made from tin sheets. 
There is an open space with nothing to stop animals 

getting  in.  The  kitchen 
team have  been  able  to 
keep  a  good  level  of 
hygiene,  but  it  is  not 
easy.  We  are  thankful 
that  we  have  avoided 
any big epidemics. But it 
is  clear  that  the  school 
needs  a  proper  kitchen. 
Douglas  Projects  will 
undertake  building  a 
proper  kitchen,  with 
work  starting  in  the 
coming weeks.

DORMITORIES NEEDED 

The students currently live in temporary tin sheet 
dormitories, which need to be replaced with proper 
ones. Tin sheet buildings are quick and cheap to put 
up,  but  they  are  not  a  good  longterm  solution. 
During  the 
day they are 
hot,  but 
during  the 
nights  they 
get  really 
cold.  The 
rooms  are 
c r a m p e d , 
with  earth 
floors. 
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We  want  the  students  to  have  proper 
accommodation  as  they  spend  a  long  time  on 
campus.  The  new  dormitories  will  also  include 
family rooms, which will allow some of the students 
to bring their families with them.

FINANCIAL SITUATION 

Building  is  not  free.  All  the  planned  construction 
work  will  cost  $950,000  to  complete.  It  is  a  huge 
amount of money. But after that we will have all the 
critical buildings that we need to operate effectively. 
We will have the library, which we can also use as a 
seminary initially, and which we need to become an 
accredited university. The library will also serve as 
the chapel in the interim. The Mission Centre and 
the  house  will  be  finished.  We  will  have  four 
dormitories  with  comfortable  accommodation  for 
the  students.  The  school  will  have  a  proper  and 
clean  kitchen to  make  food three  times  a  day  for 
dozens of people. The visiting professors will have 
good quality accommodation for their use. With the 
dam and the rainwater reservoir we will make sure 
that there is enough water for operating the school, 
the  garden  and  the  livestock  but  also  for  the 
community during the dry season.

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  you,  our  dear 
supporters, we have already raised $600,000 funds 
for building. 
We are thankful for every dollar God has provided 
us with your help! We are still $350,000 dollars short 
of the total budget and we ask those of you, who are 
able, to help us with funding this important phase in 
our  work.  With  your  support  we  can  form  more 
teachers  of  the  faith,  and  the  saving  Gospel  can 
spread all over Africa!  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PRAYER REQUESTS 

New semester
We pray for a good and productive semester for 
the students. We pray the students stay healthy 
and in good spirits.

The construction work
We pray that the construction work would go 
smoothly. We pray that we would be able to find 
the missing funds.

Volunteers
We pray for the volunteers' safety in their work 
and travels.
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SUPPORT OUR WORK 

ONLINE
To  make  a  donation  online,  visit  our  website 
www.lutheransinafrica.com,

Our Missionaries
Mission work is collective work. Some people send, some 
people are sent. Without your prayers, commitment, work 
and donations, the mission work is not possible. We are 
thankful for all the support you are giving us. And we ask 
that God may give us the strength and wisdom to be good 
stewards of His work here in Africa.

May Family

Simojoki Family

For no one can lay a foundation other than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:11

www.lutheransinafrica.com  4

USA

By check
 
1. SEND your check made payable to 
Lutherans in Africa 
noting  in  the  memo  field  one  of  the 
below:
- Lutheran School of Theology
- Daily Mission Work 
- May Family 
- Simojoki Family

2. MAIL the check to:
Lutherans in Africa
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church
7500 State Road
Parma, OH 44134

AUSTRALIA

Electronic deposit
Name: Lutherans in Africa - 
Australia Inc.  
BSB: 704942   
Account Number: 100934633

By cheque
Lutherans in Africa - Australia 
Inc
C/- PO Box 6094
Shepparton VIC 3630

By credit card
Please phone 0402950596 or 
email lutheransinafrica.australi
a@gmail.com for credit card 
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