
DEACONESS SEMINAR 

The requests for teaching never cease. Christians in 
Africa are very eager and hungry to learn more. 
While giving (of both time and money) is required 
for  our work to continue,  teaching is  even more 
valuable   because  learning  equips  people  with 
knowledge  to  understand  and  to  do  things 
themselves.  We send our children to school because 
we want them to acquire skills to serve others to the 
glory of God. We do not send them to school just to 
make money because then we would be slaves to 
mammon - money. Christians believe in vocation, a 
calling.  We all  have different  callings in life.  Not 
everyone  is  called  to  be  a  pastor  but  also  not 
everyone is called to be a mother, wife, or deaconess. 
Paul  spends  a  great  deal  addressing  the  role  of 
women in 1 Timothy 5. 

Now  that  we  have  completed  the  first  pastors’ 
training course, many of the wives of the pastors 
asked if there could be a course for them to learn the 
catechism so that they could teach it to their children 
as well as other skills which would be helpful to the 
church. 

It  just  so happened that at  the same time, Paula 
Trimpey, a professor at Albright College as Fashion  
Design  and  Costume  Shop  Coordinator  and  a 
former  board  member  for  various  Concordia 
Universities,  offered  her  talents  to  Lutherans  in 
Africa. She brought one of her students, Sania along 
with her. God made the perfect connection at the 
perfect time. Women were asking for training and 
newly  ordained pastors  were  needing stoles  and 
churches were needing paraments. 

Paula did a great job, not only teaching them how to 
sew but also why we use different colors for different 
seasons of the church year and what the symbols 
mean. For instance, you may have wondered why 
the paraments are purple during Lent and Advent. 
Purple is a symbol of repentance. Lent is the season 
before Good Friday and Advent is the season before 
Christmas. But not everyone understands why Jesus 
needed to die or  why He needed to be born in 
Bethlehem. The seasons of repentance prepare us to 
understand  these  acts  of  Jesus.  The  Son  of  God 
humbled himself to become man and be born of 
Mary so that He takes on our flesh in order to be our 
substitute on the cross to pay for our sins.  Jesus 
humbles Himself on the cross to pay the penalty for 
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our  sins.  The  incarnation,  crucifixion,  and 
resurrection of Jesus are all things Jesus did for us 
and for our salvation. 

The longest season is the time after Pentecost when 
the color green is used. Green is a growing season or 
the season of the church. We meditate on the power 
of the Word of God to create faith in all believers and 
make us members of His Kingdom. 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” (Jn 8:12)

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.    
(Ps 119:105) 

The pastors and even the bishop were very grateful 
to Paula and Sania. Now they are even more eager to 
have more teaching symbols in the church and the 
ladies are also happy to be able to beautify their 
congregations with symbols that teach. 

It wasn’t just sewing all day long for the ladies. Each 
day began and ended with Morning and Evening 
Prayer but we also had lessons from the catechism 
and the book “A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories.” 
This  way they can connect  the  symbols  and the 
teaching. Admittedly it was a bit challenging as the 
ladies spoke several different languages, but this is 
why it is such a blessing to have the same catechism 
in several languages. We gave each of them several 
copies so that they can teach their children. 
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BAPTISM OF ESTHER OTIENO 

This past month, we celebrated the birth by Water 
and the Spirit of Esther Otieno. Esther is the sixth 
child of one of our long-time team members, Paul. 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
It is with great joy that we can announce that the 
Mission Center is almost complete. All the painting 
has been done. Appliances are being installed. The 
construction company is doing final cleaning and 
touch ups and then our family is planning to move 
to the campus in late September. While this is yet 
ANOTHER move, we thank God that this move will 
now be to land owned by Lutherans in Africa. We 
will no longer need to pay rent, which we have been 
doing since 2010. We have cause for rejoicing also 
because this was all done debt free. 

We are grateful for all the hands which helped to 
build the Mission Center, the financial support to 
buy all the materials, and the prayers from all of you. 
The Mission Center will house our family but it also 
provides space for a guesthouse, Bible study room, 
and also a large kitchen and dining area for guests 
and professors. In the past we have been eating in 
office  rooms  but  we  will  now  have  a  more 
comfortable  atmosphere  with  a  nice  view of  the 
Ngong Hills. 

The next step in the process is to complete the library 
and lecture hall.  For the past year we have been 
studying in a half completed building but it  will 
soon be completed and we can finally put all the 
books on the shelves and then have the library ready 
when classes resume in January. 

We  will  begin  construction  on  the  cafeteria  next 
month and then hopefully the dormitories by the 
end of the year. Even though the accommodation for 
the students hasn’t been ideal, the students continue 
to come to the school but we would really like to 
improve the conditions. Please consider supporting 
this project.
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SPECIAL ORDINATION COURSE CERTIFICATE

During  this  fall  semester  several  students  will  be 
ordained after completing a Special Ordination Course 
that was offered this past year at the request of five 
bishops from various dioceses across Kenya. In our 
next  newsletter  we  will  share  more  about  the 
ordinations,  but  in  the  mean  time,  please  see  this 
humbling invitation we received from Bishop Asiago:

“On behalf of ELCK South West Diocese, we wish to 
extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation for the 
splendid job done in training some of our evangelists 
and now have successfully completed the SOC (Special 
Ordination Course). If there is further opportunity of 
the kind, we could wish to send more students for the 
same God willing.

Having  done  such  a  wonderful  noble  job,  we  feel 
humbled  to  officially  invite  you  to  the  auspicious 
occasion captioned above.” (excerpt)

I include this because it has not always been easy. You 
cannot imagine how many times the Devil has tried to 
discourage us. But we should not be surprised. The 
Devil does not want pastors trained and ordained to 
preach the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to 
sinners like you and me. The Devil is always fighting 
against the church and her workers. This is why we ask 
for your prayers, not only for us but also for those 
being taught as they too are already facing the same 
persecution. 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that 
the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. We 
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the 
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always 
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life 
of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. (2 
Co 4:7–11)

Each  of  the  students  will  be  receiving  a  beautiful 
certificate design for the Lutheran School of Theology 
by Ad Crucem. Check their website for any Christian 
art needs at https://www.adcrucem.com

NEW ADDRESSES
We have new addresses both for Kenya and the 
United States. Since we are moving to a different 
county, our new address in Kenya will be:

Lutherans in Africa
P.O.Box 1230
00208 Ngong 
Kenya
Please do not send checks to Kenya as the banks 
cannot cash foreign checks. 
For donations we will  now have our own P.O. 
Box. Do not worry about past donations to the 
Parma,  Ohio  address.  Those  will  still  be 
forwarded to the new P.O. Box but in the future 
please use this address:

Lutherans in Africa (USA)
PO Box 121, Ocean Shores, WA, 98569
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PRAYER REQUESTS
• At this time, we ask you to pray for all the pastors 

who have completed their studies at the Lutheran 
School of Theology and will be ordained over the 
next few months. 

• Please  pray  for  our  move  to  the  new  Mission 
Center. 

• Please pray for all the construction work that is yet 
to be done, including the completion of the library 
and  starting  the  cafeteria  and  the  plans  for  the 
dormitories.

• Pray for our children, especially the four youngest, 
as they begin another homeschool year and also for 
Tiina  who  will  be  teaching  them.  Pray  also  for 
Maggie and Tristan who will be studying far from 
us  at  Mayer  Lutheran  High  School  in  Mayer, 
Minnesota.

SUPPORT THE WORK 

Mission work is collective work. Some people send, some 
people are sent. Without your prayers, commitment, work 
and donations, the mission work is not possible. We are 
thankful for all the support you are giving us. And we ask 
that God may give us the strength and wisdom to be good 
stewards of His work here in Africa.

TO MAKE A DONATION 

**NEW ADDRESS**
USA
Send your check made payable to :
Lutherans in Africa
PO Box 121, Ocean Shores, WA, 98569

AUSTRALIA
Electronic deposit
Name: Lutherans in Africa - Australia Inc.  
BSB: 704942, 
Account Number: 100934633

By cheque
Lutherans in Africa - Australia Inc 
C/- PO Box 6094 
Shepparton VIC 3630

Contact Information:
Rev. Matt Anker
Phone: 0402950596 
Email: lutheransinafrica.australia@gmail.com

Online
Visit our website - www.lutheransinafrica.com
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