
Another Perspective 

How do  other  people  see  the  Lutheran  School  of 
Theology? It  is interesting how many people have 
different opinions and can even paint a picture of 
the LST without ever visiting. We also understand 
that  if  you only hear  from the missionaries,  some 
people  may  still  want  to  hear  from  an  outsider. 
What is it like to come to Kenya and then go from 
the big city of Nairobi out to the “bush” of Kumika 
where the school is located? What are the facilities 
like? What are the classes and the pray life like?

This past year we had pastors and professors from 
the  USA,  Finland,  and  now  for  the  first  time, 
someone from Canada! Rev Dr. Harold Ristau from 
Concordia  Theological  Lutheran  Seminary  in  St. 
Catherines, Ontario wrote the following report.

 

FROM REV. DR. HAROLD RISTAU  

As a Canadian and a member of Lutheran Church 
Canada, I heard of LST for the first time one year 
ago when a pastor friend of mine, whose church is a 
long term supporter of the mission, put me in touch 
with Pastor James May. As a professor at Concordia 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  (CLTS)  in  St. 
Catharines,  Ontario,  Canada,  who  is  partially 
responsible for the oversight of theological training 
for various mission locations and auxiliaries of our 
synod,  I  have  served  as  a  guest  instructor  at 
numerous international Lutheran Seminary training 
contexts. I had heard good things about LST before I 
arrived,  but  my  experience  there  as  a  guest 
instructor exceeded my expectations! I found LST to 
be  one  of  the  finest  and  most  outstanding,  well 
organized,  and  confessionally  faithful  theological 
establishments that I personally have encountered in 
the developing world.
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I cannot reiterate how strongly I am impressed by 
LST  as  an  institution  that  is  committed  to  the 
advancement  of  the  Gospel  through  conservative, 
sacramental  and  liturgical  Lutheran  ministry 
(which, unfortunately seems to be increasingly less 
popular,  even  in  Lutheran  circles  in  this  present 
ecumenical  and liberal  age),  under the remarkable 
leadership of Rev. James May and the support of his 
family.  In  Lutheran  Church  Canada  (LCC)  I  had 
only  heard  very  complimentary  words  about  this 
ministry, which was confirmed by CLTS. I was very 
curious  to  learn  about  LST  and  am  not  at  all 
disappointed  to  have  experienced  it  as  a  visiting 
professor.

I  taught  a  course  on  Religious  Bodies  which 
examined  the  commonalities  and  differences 
between  Christian  denominations  with  a  specific 
focus on differences in views of the Pastoral Office. 
In  terms  of  hours,  this  course  would  have  easily 
qualified as two .5 credit courses in Canada. What 
impressed  me  about  Pastor  May  was  his  astute 
ability  to  target  particular  issues  in  Africa  with 
which the Church and her leaders were struggling, 
and  to  help  advise  me  into  ways  in  which  these 
issues  could  be  incorporated  in  this  course.  The 
mature  wisdom  displayed  at  both  an  operational 
and strategical level by Pastor May (undoubtedly a 
product of years of faithful service of the Lutheran 
churches in Africa), in terms of the objective of LST 
and  the  role  and  function  of  each  course  of  the 
curriculum  was  striking.  The  curriculum  is  well 
aligned  with  our  seminary’s  curriculum  in  North 
America,  yet  it  incorporates  a  healthy  amount  of 
flexibility to ensure that special issues pertaining to 
the African context are addressed.

LST is by far the most organized campus that I have 
experienced in the developing world. Evidently, the 
campus  is  undergoing  construction  which  poses 
some logistical challenges for the students, but even 
the temporary accommodations appeared to be by 
no  means  inadequate  and  hinder  studies.  As  a 
matter of fact, I visited some of the students in their 
temporary  housing  to  inquire  as  to  their  level  of 
comfortability and there were no major complaints. I 
joked  with  them  about  having  lived  in  similar 
accommodations  in  the  military,  and  the  students 

shared in the humor and were in high spirits. They 
also shared that Pastor May himself had no problem 
living  in  temporary  tin  housing  at  LST  while  the 
construction  of  administration  building  was 
underway. They have a deep admiration and respect 
for  their  beloved  school  and  leadership.  Having 
grown up on construction sites, in my opinion, the 
layout and design for LST are very impressive, with 
a  deliberate  emphasis  on  self-sufficiency  and 
environmental  sustainability.  The  plan  is  coupled 
with a  clear  Christian intent  to  provide assistance 
and service to the local community, and to provide a 
“work study” program so that  students can “earn 
their keep” and develop other skills, as well as break 
up their studies. This demonstrates a holistic vision 
that intentionally seeks to ensure a healthy balance 
between  soul  and body in  the  formation  of  these 
future  pastors  and  church  workers.  Frankly,  after 
completion this design could very well function as a 
model for new developing schools in the Southern 
hemisphere. I do hope that funds remain in place for 
its  completion.  Not  a  day  passed  without  the 
presence  of  a  team  of  busy  and  motivated 
construction workers.  Some of them would take a 
daily  break  to  attend  the  morning  or  evening 
services, in which students were not only attendees 
but participants in leading the services (under close 
supervision).  It  was  refreshing  to  see  students 
listening  to  daily  readings  from  the  Book  of 
Concord.

I feel very blessed to have enjoyed this opportunity 
to serve Lutherans in Africa and I do hope to return 
one  day  to  participate  in  this  unique  and  very 
important ministry and mission. It is remarkable to 
see  a  teaching  institute  focused  on  spreading  the 
Gospel  through the  Word while  at  the  same time 
maintaining  a  high  standard  of  excellency 
academically and organizationally. In the meantime, 
I hope to assist in finding more Canadian professors 
and  teachers,  as  increasing  exposure  to 
congregations in Lutheran Church Canada would be 
a mutual blessing.

Sincerely, 
In Christ Jesus, 

Rev. Dr. Harold Ristau
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GRADUATION OF STUDENTS IN SPECIAL 
ORDINATION COURSE 

The  last  two  courses  which  were  taught  will 
immediately equip the students to do the work of a 
pastor  in the field.  The first  was Law and Gospel 
which  was  taught  by  Rev  Dr.  Timothy  Rossow. 
Preaching  is  not  as  easy  as  you  might  think.  By 
nature we are people who want to be saved by our 
works and not by grace. This is to mix the teaching 
of  the  Bible  and the  saving  work  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Each time when a pastor writes a sermon he has to 
rightly  distinguish  Law  and  Gospel  so  that  we 
repent  of  our  sin  and receive  forgiveness  through 
the saving work of Jesus Christ.

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 
a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling 
the word of truth. 2 Tim 2:15

The course that Dr Ristau taught was the final study 
for  half  of  the  students  who  were  enrolled  in  a 
Special  Ordination  Course.  This  is  not  a  regular 
program that we will have again in the future but 
several of the bishops came to me and requested a 
course leading to ordination for men who have been 
serving as Lay Evangelists for 15 years or more. For 
these men, they have already been leading liturgy or 
preaching  for  the  last  15  or  more  years,  some  of 
them as many as 25 years, but since they were not 
ordained they were not announcing the absolution 
nor  administering  the  sacraments.  As  you  can 

imagine, not administering the Means of Grace also 
had an impact on their ministry that was less than 
ideal. While it would have been better for the men 
to go through the full three year course, one of the 
bishops pointed out to me at a seminar that I led last 
year  that  of  the  35  church  leaders  that  were  in 
attendance, only seven were ordained and three of 
them were retiring. The bishop too was planning to 
retire later this year and thus the board resolved that 
we would offer  this  course  one  time but  that  the 
bishops would also begin sending more students for 
the full program so that we can address this lack of 
ordained pastors in Africa. Admittedly, the problem 
will not be solved in a couple years but we all want 
to have the best trained pastors possible to serve in 
the  Lord’s  Church.  Please  pray  for  the  new 
graduates  as  they  will  soon  be  ordained  by  their 
bishops in the next few months. Pray also for more 
workers for Christ’s harvest.

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
and do not return there but water the earth, making it 
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread 
to the eater,

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 
not  return  to  me  empty,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which 
I sent it." 

- Is 55:10–11.
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DAM, COMPLETE AND FILLING! 

Indeed  the  Word  of  God  accomplished  much  in 
training all  the students at the Lutheran School of 
Theology but we were also blessed with the rain. In 
Swahili  we  have  a  saying,  “Mvua  ni  baraka  ya 
Mungu” which means “rain is a blessing of God”. 
For the majority of the continent, most Africans rely 
on  agriculture  to  provide  for  their  families.  It  is 
likewise  the  case  in  Kimuka  where  most  of  the 
Maasai  are  goat  or  cattle  herders.  When  the  rain 
delays, herdsmen must walk their cows and goats 
further and further distances or else their cattle will 
die  of  thirst.  This  is  why  one  of  the  community 
projects that Lutherans in Africa started was to build 
a dam in the seasonal river. I have to give a lot of 
credit to the ingenuity of Duane Smith from Mayer, 
Minnesota  who  designed  this  as  well  as  all  the 

volunteers  who helped to build this.  Now God is 
satisfying  us  with  earthly  and heavenly  gifts.  For 
this we give Him much thanks and praise!

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Women’s Seminar
Pray for all those pastors' wives who are coming to 
the women's seminar in August and for Paula and 
Sania who will be traveling to Africa and teaching 
them how to make albs, stoles, and paraments.

The Construction Work
Pray that the house will be completed soon so that 
we can move out of the rental house and into the 
mission center and pray for the work being done on 
the library.

Challenges
Pray that in the midst of so many challenges Jesus 
would  strengthen  and  comfort  us  amidst  the 
assaults of the devil.

www.lutheransinafrica.com  4



Lutherans In Africa July 2019

SUPPORT THE WORK 

Mission work is collective work. Some people send, some 
people are sent. Without your prayers, commitment, work 
and donations, the mission work is not possible. We are 
thankful for all the support you are giving us. And we ask 
that God may give us the strength and wisdom to be good 
stewards of His work here in Africa.

TO MAKE A DONATION 

USA
Send your check made payable to 
Lutherans in Africa

Mail the check to 
Lutherans in Africa 
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 7500 State Road 
Parma, OH 44134

(Please note we will soon be getting a P.O.Box but 
this address is still good until the end of 2019.)

AUSTRALIA

Electronic deposit
Name: Lutherans in Africa - Australia Inc.  
BSB: 704942, 
Account Number: 100934633

By cheque
Lutherans in Africa - Australia Inc 
C/- PO Box 6094 
Shepparton VIC 3630

Contact Information:
Rev. Matt Anker
Phone: 0402950596 
Email: lutheransinafrica.australia@gmail.com

Online
Visit our website - www.lutheransinafrica.com
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