
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Our problem is that Lutherans in Africa continues to 
grow and the demand continues to grow. This is a 
good problem because  it  means  that  more  people 
want to hear the Gospel, more people want to study 
God’s Word, and more people want to be trained so 
that they can teach the Gospel to others. Our African 
staff  continues  to  grow  and  the  speed  of 
construction at the Lutheran School of Theology is 
picking up. But this growth is also teaching me that 
I  cannot do it  all  myself  and we need to train up 
others  to  take  part  of  that  responsibility  and  to 
delegate. 
As a result, we have divided the organization into 
departments:  general  operations  and  accounting; 
construction  and  farming;  translation;  preaching 
and teaching. We have Kenyan team members and 
Jason, from Houston, who will lead the departments 
which  will  free  me  up  to  focus  more  on  the 
preaching and teaching but  I  will  also remain the 
director  for  the entire  organization.  This  will  help 

because  then  I  do  not  need  to  manager  each 
employee but I can direct the department heads who 
will have more leadership in their areas of expertise. 
It is similar to what the apostles did in Acts 6 when 
the numbers were increasing and they were being 
overburdened with administrative tasks that others 
could  do.  Those  who  are  trained  theologically 
should focus on preaching and teaching while those 
who have other skills should use those in service to 
the Lord and the mission to His people. 

And the twelve summoned the full number 
of the disciples and said, “It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word of 
God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, 
pick out from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 
But we will devote ourselves to prayer and 
to the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:2-4 
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FINLAND 

During this past summer, we were in Finland and 
had  the  opportunity  to  present  the  work  of 
Lutherans  in  Africa  to  more  congregations  of  the 
Confessional  Mission  Diocese  and  to  LSRY,  a 
Confessional prayer group in Western Finland. It is 
the busiest  we have been in Finland but  our kids 
seemed to handle it pretty well. They still got plenty 
of  opportunities  to  swim  in  the  clear  lakes,  pick 
berries,  and  hike  in  the  forest.  It  was  the  coldest 
summer  that  I  can  remember.  The  highest 
temperature was reached in the last week and that 
was  in  the  high  70s!  It  caused  a  very  big 
thunderstorm which struck right  at  the  moment  I 
was  crossing  the  finish  line  of  the  Helsinki 
Marathon. It will not be forgotten.

Another  great  experience  was  for  our  teenagers, 
Maggie and Tristan to go on a camping youth retreat 
in Kajaani, Finland in the north. I am very proud of 
them because it was a tough experience, especially 
for Maggie, because it rained both nights and there 
were holes in their tents. Tristan told me that on the 
second night a stream of rain came right down on 
his face at 4am. But they were able to laugh it off. 
What was most endearing for them was that they 
met  other  Lutheran  teenagers  who  struggle  as 
Lutherans in a world that has become hostile against 
Christians.  They  consoled  each  other  with  stories 
how each of  them feel  like  the  only  Christians  in 
their  High  School  classes  with  many  of  their 
classmates  living  and  acting  contrary  to  God’s 
Word.  It  gave  them  great  comfort  to  realize  they 
were not the only ones and they are not alone. They 

now have a social group where they can chat with 
each other and encourage each other when they go 
back to school. When asked why it was like that, I 
suggested that maybe God knows there is so much 
darkness in the world and each of them are like a 
little  candle  to  shine  the  light  of  Christ  in  their 
corner of the darkness to help those who are lost. 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on 
a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light 
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16 

BURKINA FASO 

It wasn’t all driving around for Tiina and the kids. 
They did have the opportunity to spend time with 
mummi and ukki (grandma and grandpa) when I 
went back to my first mission station, Burkina Faso. 
You  may  remember  that  a  few  years  ago  I  was 
working  with  a  team  to  translate  Luther’s  Small 
Catechism  into  the  Mooré  language  which  is  the 
most  common  tribal  language  in  that  country. 
Although  the  translation  was  complete  a  couple 
years  ago,  Ebola  broke  out  in  West  Africa  which 
halted flights into the region.  Flights resumed this 
spring  but  we  were  only  able  to  coordinate  a 
meeting  during  the  summer  months  -  with  one 
minor hitch. 
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The book was formatted and ready to publish before 
I  arrived  so  that  we  could  have  an  introduction 
seminar. I emailed it to the Catholic publisher and 
they gave me a quote for the printing. We already 
had a grant from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
to pay for it. Unfortunately, the publisher refused to 
give me the bank details to wire the funds until  I 
appeared in person. This I did on the first day and 
printing commenced but that meant I had an entire 
week there without the catechism and, if you know 
me, I couldn’t just sit around. 

Jesus had a plan for this too. I was able to meet the 
new LCMS missionary, Ryan McDermott, who is in 
Burkina  Faso  learning French.  I  told  him that  the 
fastest way for me to learn other languages was to 
go  out  with  the  Bible  and  just  dive  in  and 
evangelize. Don’t worry if you make mistakes with 
grammar and whenever possible, just read from the 
Bible.  That  way  the  doctrine  will  be  sound,  the 
grammar will  be correct,  and they will  be hearing 
the  Word.  Each  and  every  day  we  were  visiting 
different villages with the wonderful pastors I had 
trained years ago, Tanpo, Miyemba, Joseph, Espoir, 
Marcel, and Leopold. 
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There was an additional bonus, not only did I get to 
meet  a  new  colleague  but  we  were  also  able  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  return  visits  when  the 
printing  of  the  catechism  was  completed.  I  have 
seen reports that Ryan has been faithful in getting 
the catechism and the teaching out to the people and 
I bet he is learning a lot of French as well! Things 
don’t always go the way we plan but we pray and 
make the most of what the Lord gives. He is a good 
giver!  More  importantly,  He  knows  what  He  is 
doing!

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven and do not return there but 
water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, giving 
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I 
sent it. 

Isaiah 55:8-11 

TWO HOUR SERMON 

Another great blessing and wonder in Burkina Faso 
is  the  hunger  people  have  for  God’s  Word.  Next 
week  I  will  send  out  a  summary  of  one  of  the 
sermons  I  preached  but  let  me  tell  you  that  I 
preached for two hours on how Abraham’s sacrifice 
of  Isaac  relates  to  Islam  but  is  really  fulfilled  in 
Jesus. After the sermon was over the congregation 
provided us with lunch with a chicken they gave us 
and then they wanted us to go back to the church so 
that  I  would  teach  more!  If  only  that  hunger  for 
God’s Word was in the West as it is in Burkina Faso, 
a country which is 80% Muslim!

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

When we returned to Kenya, the big immediate task 
was  to  keep  pushing  the  construction  of  the 
Lutheran School of Theology. They are working on 
the upper floor of the library and should be able to 
put the roof on in two months. The library is quite 
big,  about  25  meters  square  and  two  floors.  The 
reason for  this  is  two-fold.  The  primary reason is 
because  I  inquired  about  the  requirements  for  an 
accredited  university  and  one  requirement  is  that 
we must have a library with at least 30,000 books to 
demonstrate it is a serious learning institution. We 
do not  have that  many books  yet,  although some 
very  faithful  Lutherans,  such  as  Dr.  Robert  Rahn, 
have  donated  their  personal  theological  libraries. 
Therefore, in the meantime, the books we have will 
be  shelved  in  the  lower  level  and  we  will  hold 
seminars on the upper floor as well as hold church 
services  until  the  classrooms  and  chapel  are 
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completed.  The construction order was intentional 
for this reason.
Another  building that  is  nearly  finished is  a  two-
bedroom  cottage  which  will  house  visiting 
professors. The next building with be the missionary 
house so that our family can move there within the 
next year.  It  is  an ambitious building schedule for 
Kenya.  Please  keep  that  and  the  safety  of  all  the 
builders in your prayers. 

UPCOMING SEMINARS 

Speaking of  visiting professors,  we do have some 
lined up for classes that will  begin this fall.  These 
will begin right before Reformation and run through 
Christmas. What a great way to celebrate the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation! Courses that will 
be taught this fall include Eschatology, Church and 
Ministry, Christ in the Psalms, and the Formula of 
Concord.  We  will  also  hold  our  annual  youth 
seminar the week before Christmas.

TRANSLATION CORNER 

When courses are not in session, we will also have 
reading  groups  proofreading  books  that  we  have 
translated  and  edited  before  they  are  sent  to  the 
publisher.  These  books  include  Roland  Bainton’s 
Here I Stand and C.F.W. Walther’s Pastoral Theology. 
If  time  permits,  we  will  also  proofread  Rites  and 
Resources  for  Pastoral  Care.  These  are  all  books  we 
have translated into Swahili. 
In other languages, we are actively editing Luther’s 
Small  Catechism into the Luo (Kenya) and Bemba 
(Zambia) languages.  The bishop in Zambia is  also 
eager for us to complete the Large Catechism and 
the Lutheran liturgy into Lunda (Zambia).

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Smooth transitions and strength for new department 
leaders to take responsibility and help accomplish 
the  many  tasks  before  us  for  the  success  of 
Lutherans  in  Africa  and  the  development  of  the 
Lutheran School of Theology.
Peace  in  Kenya  after  presidential  elections  were 
annulled and a new election day has been set  for 
October 17.
Upcoming  seminars;  faithful  teaching  for  the 
professors,  diligence for the students to learn, and 
safety as all travel. 

In Christ,
Reverend James May

www.lutheransinafrica.com  5



Lutherans In Africa September 2017

www.lutheransinafrica.com  6



Lutherans In Africa September 2017

www.lutheransinafrica.com  7



Lutherans In Africa September 2017

www.lutheransinafrica.com  8


