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The Word became flesh and dwelt among us
John 1:14

Song of the Angels, William Bouguereau, 1881
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Christmas greetings from Lutherans In Africa! 

As we press the pause button on our busy schedules 
and spend much needed time with our family, we 
celebrate the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.  In His 
name,  we  also  send  our  hearty  thanks  to  our 
supporters around the world.

In  the  midst  of  all  the  work  required  to  build  a 
sustainable  seminary in  rural  Kenya,  we maintain 
our  focus  on  the  Great  Commission  by  baptizing 
and teaching God’s Holy Word.  A big part of our 
work is teaching the local pastors how to properly 
read  the  Bible.   We  begin  by  praying,  like  King 
David in Psalm 119, that the Holy Spirit would open 
our hearts and reveal to us understanding of God’s 
Law and Promise.

Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of your law. (verse 18) 

I am a sojourner on the earth; hide not your 
commandments from me! (verse 19) 

Make me understand the way of your 
precepts, and I will meditate on your 
wondrous works. (verse 27) 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes; 
and I will keep it to the end. (verse 33) 

Give me understanding, that I may keep your 
law and observe it with my whole heart. 
(verse 34) 

Note the passive wording throughout this Psalm:
Open my eyes…
Hide not…
Make me understand…
Teach me…
Give me…
Lead me…
Incline my heart…
Turn my eyes…

In all of these verses, it is God who does the work of 
revealing to us understanding of the Scriptures.  As 
Luther says in his Sermon on the Distinction between 
the Law and the Gospel, “…the Gospel bids us to hold 
the sack open and have something given to us.”  In 
that  sermon, Luther teaches the proper distinction 
between Law and Gospel, which is a critical part of 
hermeneutics and the cornerstone in our teaching of 
local pastors.  As a foundation, we teach pastors to 
keep two things in mind when reading the Bible:

1) Always look for Jesus. 
2) Always look for Law & Gospel. 

Law: 
Shows us our sin. 
Shows us our need for a savior. 
Gospel: 
Shows us our sin forgiven. 
Shows us our Savior. 
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When we pray for the Holy Spirit’s  guidance and 
keep these rules in mind, the depth of the Scriptures 
begins to be opened to us.  We find Christ not only 
in the New Testament but in the Old Testament, as 
the  subject  of  His  parables,  and  throughout  the 
entire Bible.

For  instance,  a  casual  reading  of  Psalm  19  might 
lead  the  reader  to  only  see  nature  as  a  means  of 
evangelism, but when we look for Jesus, we read it 
all anew and see Him:

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving 
his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with 
joy. 
Psalm 19:4-5 

In David’s time a tent was covered in animal skins.  
Jesus (the sun, the bridegroom) took on animal skin, 
and ran His course on earth in joy.  When we look 
ahead to John 1:14, the Greek word for “dwelt” is 
actually  “tabernacled”.   So,  Christ  put  on  human 
skin and tabernacled among us, a direct comparison 
to  the  tabernacle  in  Exodus  (which  is  also  full  of 
parallels with Christ).

It  is  precisely  here,  in  Christ’s  incarnation  and 
tabernacling among us, that we focus at Christmas 
time.   We praise God that  He loves us enough to 
send  His  Son,  His  only  Son,  to  save  us  from 
ourselves  and  our  sin.   In  this  incarnation,  this 

putting on of  flesh,  we see God’s  plan to humble 
himself and take His place among His people.

I’ve been reading Ministering Cross-Culturally, which 
is  subtitled  An  Incarnational  Model  for  Personal 
Relationships.  In it, Sherwood Lingenfelter compares 
the  life  of  the  missionary  to  the  life  of  Christ  in 
terms of needing to become personally immersed in 
the culture that they have come to serve.  Personally, 
I  have  taken  for  granted  that  simple  word, 
incarnation.   Christ  came as  an infant  and in  His 
true  human nature  was  raised  in  the  culture  into 
which he was born.  As Lingenfelter points out, it’s 
notable that Jesus didn’t come into the world as an 
adult,  as  a  king,  an  expert,  or  even  one  from  a 
dominant  culture.   He  was  born  an  infant,  was 
raised in Jewish culture, and learned the languages, 
the habits, and the teachings of that culture.  He was 
born  as  a  Jew,  through the  line  of  David,  and  as 
such, identified completely with those to whom He 
was sent.  In the same way, missionaries are called to 
immerse themselves in the culture of those to whom 
he has been sent.  They are to consider themselves 
infants and learn the language, culture, habits, and 
teachings of those to whom they are sent.  It shows 
that they care enough to learn about the people they 
serve and mimics Christ’s humility and care for the 
people He came to serve.

Construction Progress 

In  November,  we  prepared  preliminary  plans  for 
SIXTEEN buildings and have submitted them to the 
county for construction permits.  At the same time, 
we are applying for a Change of Use permit for the 
15  acres  on which we are  building.   Previously it 
was  considered  agricultural  land  and  the  county 
needs  to  approve a  change for  it  to  be  used as  a 
school, church, and housing site.

Please pray that the permit process go smoothly and 
quickly.   We are  anticipating them being ready in 
January  but  the  holidays  could  slow  that  process 
down.  Once approved, the next building to be built 
will  be  the  Library.  The  1st  floor  will  hold  about 
30,000 books, along with an office, book distribution 
room, and reading room. The 2nd floor will house 
translation offices and an open seminar room with 
space for well over 100 people.  The upper room will 
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Beaded Cross to follow the Psalm 119 Prayer Cycle.
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be used for teaching as well as a temporary space 
for  Divine  Service  until  the  church  is  built.  
Additionally, we have a shipping container leaving 
Houston,  Texas  this  month  headed  to  Mombasa, 
Kenya.   Several  pallets  of  donated  books, 
magazines, tools, and furniture will be dropped at 
the Lutheran School of  Theology and they need a 
home!  The Library will be able to house these books 
as well as provide the necessary teaching space for 
pastors that are so eager to learn what God has to 
say.

After the short rainy season is over, we will begin 
construction of a dam on the road that borders the 
property to the south.  This will create a pond on the 
property, help us move construction materials across 
the  property,  and  create  a  watering  hole  for  the 

community  to  provide  water  for  their  livestock 
during droughts.

Recently,  we  enclosed  the  structure  under  the 
borehole solar panels to create a large chicken coop.  
We’ve  added  15  hens  and  1  rooster,  and  already 
have a few chicks as well as a steady supply of eggs.  
Our Fresian cow provides 6-8 liters of milk per day.  
We have a 1/2 acre garden with 720 kale plants, 40 
cabbage plants, chia plants, maize for chicken feed, 
tomatoes,  beans,  and  bell  peppers.   We  are 
constantly  moving toward a  self-sustaining model 
with the goal  of  providing a  majority  of  the food 
required for the Bible School and seminars.

Earlier  this  year,  there  was  a  dispute  about  the 
property  line  that  borders  the  LST  to  the  south 
because the surveyor was unable to find a beacon 
that marks the road that divides the two properties 
(even though this same surveyor was the one that 
laid  out  our  property  lines).   The  village  chief 
determined  that  both  sides  should  split  the 
difference,  which caused us to potentially  lose 4.5 
meters along the southern fence line.   This would 
force us to move 600 meters of fence over a few feet.  
Just last week we met with the three brothers that 
own the land and after six months of negotiations, 
meetings, and deliberation, have decided that they 
would sell the sliver of land, which amounts to 1/3 
of an acre.  Although the process is not complete, we 
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Chicken coop built using the structure of a solar panel array

Pastors seminar on The Receptive Life, Vita Passiva.

Youth seminar on The Receptive Life, Vita Passiva.
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thank God for what might finally be a resolution to 
this issue.

We’re  also  working  on  systems  for  organizing 
several aspects of the organization.  We’re tracking 
what is used at the current seminar and will develop 
formulas to accurately predict the cost and needs of 
future seminars.  This will also help us anticipate the 
needs  of  the  LST  as  more  people  live  there.  
Planning  the  necessary  vegetable,  fruit,  and 
livestock  production will  rely  heavily  on the  data 
recorded now.  We’ve  also developed a system for 
tracking  the  physical  assets  of  LIA  and  will  be 
implementing  that  in  the  coming months  and are 
working  on  inventorying  and  tracking  the 
distribution of translated books and Bibles.

I  am  continually  amazed  at  both  the  desire  for 
Lutheran literature as well as the amount of material 
that  has  been  and  is  being  translated  into  local 
languages.  Recently  I  assisted  with  the  layout  of 
multiple  pamphlets  that  were  translated  into 
Ekegusi and Swahili.  We are also in the final stages 
of producing a catechism in the Kalenjin and Masai 
languages.  

Why is this important?  After attending a Lutheran 
church service that contained no structured service, 
no  sacraments,  and  very  little  substance,  I  asked 
Pastor May why this Lutheran church was like this.  
His simple reply was, “How would you do it if you 
didn’t have any books?”  The point was made and it 

impressed upon me all the more why we’re here and 
why we distribute Bibles, hymnals, Catechisms, and 
other doctrinal materials as much as possible.

Education Continues 

In the weeks before Christmas, we hosted a seminar 
led  by  Pastor  Paul  Arndt,  with  30  pastors  and 
evangelists in attendance from Kenya, Burundi, and 
Congo.  Pastor Arndt taught about the vita passiva, 
the  Receptive  Life.   The  seminar  focuses  on  the 
means by which the Holy Spirit forms pastors in the 
faith.  The pastors are trained in Luther’s model of 
vita passiva as a guide to the study of the Bible and 
the  Small  Catechism.   To  read  more  about  this 
seminar and Pastor Arndt’s teaching, see our blog 
post at www.lutheransinafrica.com/updates.  
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Frequent visitors to the Lutheran School of Theology

Church Family at the Luther ChapelSmall Catechism in Ekegusi
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Immediately  following  this  seminar  was  a  youth 
gathering, culminating in a Christmas day service at 
the Lutheran School of Theology.  Twenty-two youth 
and  leaders  from  around  Kenya  spent  a  week 
learning the Catechism and hymns.  In addition to 
these seminars, Pastor May has traveled to Zambia 
and Tanzania to teach and distribute catechisms to 
local pastors.

As we rest from our labors for a few days, we look 
forward to the coming year and give thanks to God 
for the work He is doing in Africa and around the 
world.

In Christ,
Jason Stephens
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