
Where does the time disappear? 

I have been told that the older you get the faster 
time flies. I must be very old (indeed, I just hit 
the big four zero!) because I can’t even begin to 
understand  how  on  earth  are  we  already 
through kids’  first  quarter  of  the  school  year! 
Honestly, I feel that I haven’t managed to make 
my ducks form a decent row yet after returning 
from  America.  Yes,  that  was  more  than  two 
months ago! My life is tightly woven into kids’ 
school,  music,  and  sport  schedules,  planning, 
shopping,  and  making  meals,  organizing  and 
attending school and Kenya Finns association’s 
meetings  and  events,  writing  articles  to  a 
Finnish  magazine,  and  trying  to  be  a  decent 
wife and mother. All in all, sounds pretty good 
right?  I  am  blessed.  Yet  the  time  seems  to 
disappear too fast.  I  would love to be able to 

finish  big  cleaning  projects  without  stretching 
them for  so  many days.  I’m also  working on 
being  able  to  put  more  time into  helping  my 
husband in the ways that would lessen his work 
load.

He surely has enough work to do. The mission 
center, the Lutheran School of Theology (LST), 
has  been  providing  seminars  to  pastors  and 
evangelists from several countries ever since we 
got back from our summer furlough. Imagine, 
there’s only one permanent building, but these 
men desire to be taught more and more, never 
mind the fact that proper teaching facilities are 
only sketches on paper. The seminars have been 
held  mostly  under  a  temporary  thatch  roof 
classroom  with  plastic  sheet  walls.  It  has 
worked  out  this  far,  but  our  new missionary, 
architect  Jason  Stephens,  is  pouring  over  the 

May and the new LIA missionary family Stephen's children 
leaving for school on the first day.
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plans  for  permanent  buildings  where  the 
outside elements, such as rain and wind, won’t 
cause  trouble  but  instead  could  even  be 
captured  and  utilized  with  the  help  of  wind 
turbines  and  water  collection  during  dry 
seasons.

Jason has taken a big load of tasks off James’s 
shoulders by helping with the building project 
and  oh-so-much  more.  There  are  seminary 
attendees who need rides, beds, bedding, food, 
and  study  materials  to  mention  a  few  of  the 
many errands. Sharing the responsibility to get 
these needs met has been a relief to James. His 
life could be called almost normal if he hadn’t 
taken on a mammoth task of commencing his 

doctoral  studies  in  August.  Intensive  courses, 
reading books, and writing papers are keeping 
him from having any down time. Well, he still 
sits in the front of fireplace snuggling with his 
wife  during  some  evenings  and  attends  as 
many kids’ sport games as possible, but in my 
opinion he definitely doesn’t need to add more 
things into his life right now. He is in Zambia at 
the  moment  and some other  countries  are  on 
the waiting list. It would seem that travel piles 
more work on him, but on the other hand when 
he isn’t in Nairobi he is disconnected from the 
LST,  and maybe the amount of  work stays in 
balance.

On  the  school  front,  we  proudly  hold  the 
position of the biggest family. Indeed, we have 
populated every level having three elementary 
students, two in middle school, and one in high 
school. I’m trying to keep up with unstoppable 
river  of  notes,  questionnaires,  reminders,  and 
memos  from  teachers,  parent-teacher 
conferences, volunteer requests, and sleepovers. 
The  sides  of  our  fridge  are  covered  with 
schedules and spelling word lists, so that there 
would be a chance for all of us to stay afloat. In 
addition to school hours, the kids are involved 
in basketball and soccer teams and take piano 
lessons.  In  school  bands,  we  have  a  clarinet, 
trumpet, flute, and violin players. Got to admit, 
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it’s  a  busy  household.  Especially  in  October 
when we have so many birthdays! Maggie had 
a group of girls for a sleepover and few other 
classmates  came  to  celebrate  the  next  day. 
Sarai’s  big  day  brought  more  than  twenty 
friends  to  our  house.  In  between  I  managed 
James's favorite breakfast and a cheese cake for 
his birthday.

I’m happy to report  that  all  our kids seem to 
have  found  good  friends  this  year.  Last  year 
was especially hard on Tristan and Sarai  who 
were struggling with relationships at school and 
Tristan was ready to begin homeschool  rather 
than  suffer  from  being  left  out  and  bullied. 
Thanks be to God his class’ dynamics changed. 
Some  boys,  with  whom  Tristan  had  trouble, 
changed  schools  and  were  replaced  with  a 
couple of new students. Sarai’s drama with her 
girl  friends  disappeared  during  the  summer 
break.  Did  they  mature  just  because  of  the 
switch to middle school?! A huge blessing is the 
Stephens  kids  who  live  just  a  short  walking 
distance  away.  In  particular  our  high  school 
daughters  have  enjoyed  getting  together  for 
homework, sleepovers, and movie nights.

A glimpse back into last summer 

Our time in the United States was wonderful! 
We visited churches in twelve different States, 
many of  which we had never  been before.  In 
order  to  prevent  our  missionary  kids  turning 
completely against their parents or dad’s work 
we included fun places to visit along our travel 
route.  We  got  to  experience  awesome  family 
moments when we hiked on the beautiful paths 
of Smoky Mountains, body surfed the Atlantic, 
toured the battleship USS Alabama, spent time 
with relatives, godparents, and friends at lakes, 
around  campfires,  in  an  amusement  park,  in 
homes, or at picnics. We thank God for all you 
loving folks who hosted our family or provided 
funds for hotel stays and meals. You truly make 
us feel loved! Afterwards I asked our kids what 
they  thought  about  summer.  The  older  ones 
informed me that all in all it was a pretty well 
organized package, yet changing places was too 
rapid and driving miles too many. In the future 
their  wish  would  be  that  they  could  spend 
longer time with grandparents and other people 
they know, and that we could stay put at least 
one week every time we stop. Let’s see if we can 
accommodate  these  hopes  during  our  next 
furlough.

With much love from Africa,
Tiina and my Seven Blessings
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Hiking the Smokey Mountains
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River, Lake, Ocean Fun with Friends
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