
Shinyanga may not be one of the world’s top ten tourist destinations, but a visit to 
this town in northwestern Tanzania was a great blessing to my family and I when 
we traveled there with Rev. May. We were on 3 months R&R leave from the 
Lutheran Church of Australia where I serve as pastor to a parish which has been
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transformed in recent years due to the arrival of refugees from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, South Sudan, Burundi and Rwanda. After meeting Pastor May 
in 2012, our parish has been raising money to support Lutherans in Africa, and 
this extended break was a great opportunity for my wife, my two daughters, and I 
to witness this vital work first hand.

After years of learning the culture and local languages, 
Pastor May is a deft hand at ensuring supporters’ funds 
are stretched as far as possible. After checking in 15 
cartons of books for the seminar, he managed to 
negotiate a discount on excess baggage costs and then 
had import tax waived once we landed in Tanzania. 
Every dollar wasted is one less catechism in the hands 
of a pastor and so Pastor May manages every financial 
transaction as though someone’s salvation depends on 
it – which is very likely the 
case.

Like most parts of Africa, 
the Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania is desperately in 

need of sound confessional teaching. Bishop Makala 
heads up the relatively new Southeast of Lake Victoria 
Diocese and he is determined that his pastors and 
evangelists are well equipped to properly handle the 
word of truth. This vast diocese is served by only 20 
pastors and around 150 evangelists. Despite a five year 
seminary course, most of the pastors have never seen 
the Book of Concord or even the Small Catechism. 
Added to this is the fact that many of the evangelists 
have almost no training at all and they are responsible 
for catechesis! Their theology is influenced by the worst 
that Pentecostalism has to offer as they grab hold of 
whatever teaching they can find. It was in this context 
that we began a four day seminar.

The great joy and promise of the African churches in 
general, and this diocese in particular, is found in their 
high regard for the scriptures. Unlike many western 
Christians, Africans want to hear ‘thus says the Lord’ but

Pastor Matt Anker, Bishop 
Emanuel Makala, and 
General Secretary Daniel 
Herman Mono read from the 
Augsburg Confession which 
distinguishes the Lutheran 
Church by basing its teaching 
on Scripture Alone versus 
other churches that add the 
teachings of the Pope, 
rationalism, or dreams and 
visions.
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if faithful Lutherans don’t teach them, others will grasp the opportunity and lead 
them astray.

The four day seminar began at a low cost venue 
which was, as we say in Australia, out bush. With 
great skill, patience, and passion, Pastor May led the 
seminar through the Small Catechism and Augsburg 
Confession, always mindful of the questions and 
aware of the context. Due to his knowledge of 
language and culture he could challenge participants 
on their theological misunderstandings as he led them 
away from works righteousness and toward the true 
proclamation of Law and Gospel. With boldness 
Pastor May called the pastors to fulfill their ministry 
with an understanding of the church as a hospital for 
those sick with sin, rather than a discotheque set up to 
entertain and impress. His confidence in the means of 
grace was contagious as he constantly led participants

Article 2 of the Augsburg Confession already articulates the difference between the Lutheran Church 
and other churches. This article concerns Original Sin. Our understanding of this defines what we can 
or cannot do for our salvation. Many denominations deny Original Sin but the Bible clearly teaches it 
in Genesis 8:21, Psalms 51:5, Romans 5:12 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 supports the above verses to show 

we were dead in our trespasses and sins and GOD is the one who makes us alive, NOT us!!!



back into the Word and opened their eyes to the great treasure the Lord has given 
the church in baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They began to understand that our 
biggest problem is spiritual not emotional. Only the gifts of God can cure the 
conscience which is burdened by daily sins. They saw that Pentecostal worship is 
more like a drug that temporarily makes us forget our problems through emotive 
means but cures nothing. Hearing and receiving the Gospel, being assured that we 
are forgiven through the merits of Christ’s death on the cross, this heals the broken 
heart.

As Pastor May gave me the 
opportunity to introduce God’s No 
and God’s Yes to participants, I was 
struck by how little these pastors 
knew of a topic that is so 
fundamental to Lutheran 
preaching, teaching, and pastoral 
care. Without the proper 
distinction of Law and Gospel 
these pastors cannot bring the 

comfort of Christ’s atoning death to the troubled consciences of those they serve. 
What a joy it was to see the scales begin to fall from the eyes of those who were 
previously terrified to preach the Law lest it frighten people away, and so preached 
the gospel as nothing more than a new law.

As much as the seminar with the pastors and 
evangelists was a great joy to be a part of, there 
was another gathering taking place under a 
straw roofed ‘gazebo’ that was no less 
significant. My wife Laryssa, and our daughters 
Georgia and Darcee were privileged to meet 
with Sunday school teachers and confirmation 
students for two days. As they read from 
children’s bibles, teenagers and adults alike 
hung on their every word and hounded them 
with questions as they sensed an opportunity to 
have their thirst for the Word quenched a little. 
Mindful that the questions needed to be 
answered with the authority of the pastoral 
office, my wife called James and I to teach 
when we were free, taking these hungry souls to



the catechism where they marveled at how well the Scriptures addressed their 
every question. My wife and daughters found it very difficult to say farewell as 
children and teachers begged them to return for more teaching. Can you imagine 

teenagers who have been attending a 
Bible class all day for four days in a 
row begging to learn more? It was 
hard to leave.

Much more could be said about these 
days we spent in the Tanzanian bush, 
but I pray that in these few words 
readers have caught a glimpse of the 
incredible work Lutherans in Africa 
are doing. The days are long, the 
travel is dangerous, and the toll all 

this takes on the missionary and his family is enormous. The Lord has gifted His 
church with a faithful servant in Pastor May and a remarkable support in his wife 
Tiina – not to mention their adorable tribe of children!

A young pastor spoke to me at the end of the seminar, expressing incredible 
gratitude for the reminder that his call was not to manage development projects, 
but to bring salvation to the people he served through the means of grace. In the 
West we take this for granted but with the confused influence of liberal theology, 
Pentecostalism and the need to manage western money, the church has been 
steered away from simply preaching Christ and Him crucified for the forgiveness of 
sins. Is it any wonder that when pastors are led into the Word of God and the 
Confessions of our church, that their joy in doing the proper work of ministry is 
nothing short of overwhelming?

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Rev. Matt Anker

See what another African pastor has to say about the 
work of Lutherans in Africa. Rev. Daniel Herman 

Mono, General Secretary of Southeast of Lake Victoria 
Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Tanzania (ELCT), took a moment to allow us to video 
his feedback after recent a recent seminar.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCL0KdDGeCo&list=UUN2QblIdtMHO65rEwuP3zQw
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LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS

But the Church is not only the fellowship of outward objects and rites, as other 

governments, but at its core, it is a fellowship of faith and of the Holy Spirit in 

hearts. Yet this fellowship has outward marks so that it can be recognized. These 

marks are the pure doctrine of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments 

in accordance with the Gospel of Christ. This Church alone is called Christ’s body, 

which Christ renews, sanctifies, and governs by His Spirit.

Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Articles VII & VIII, paragraph 5 

McCain, Paul Timothy. Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions: A Reader's Edition of 

the Book of Concord. 2nd ed. St. Louis, MO: Concordia Pub. House, 2006.

To support the preaching of the Gospel and the training of workers for the harvest, 
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7500 State Road 
Parma, OH 44134
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THANK YOU
to all of the LIA supporters that helped equip Sunday 
School teachers with the gift of The Story Bible.
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