
Notes from the Mission Field: A Different Sort of 
Christmas
 

As the new calendar year is about to begin, I find myself thinking about the recent end of the 
Church Year. Before me lay four glorious weeks of contemplating the ways in which our Lord 
Jesus Christ comes to us in preparation for celebrating His nativity. Yet over and over what I read 
and heard about in the news was Black Friday and how that had somehow morphed into Black 
Thursday Night. Sadly, when it comes to the holiday season, the world has long forgotten Advent 
and believes Christmas is merely the best time of year to shop and to shore up our economy.

So much focus on deals and discounts, new technologies and 
clothing and toys. Adults and children alike make their lists of the 
things they would like, the things they expect others to give to 
them to show them the meaning of Christmas. Yet what comes 
to my mind has been that as Christians we are privileged to live 
in a reality where every Sunday is Advent, where every week 
we are blessed by the joy and wonder of Christ’s birth and what 
that means to us as sheep redeemed by the blood of the Good 
Shepherd. And the Christmas lists that are made by those in our 

work are simple ones: The Bible, the Small Catechism, the Book of Concord, other doctrinal texts 
and lessons of all kinds, all of which teach the pure doctrine, Lutheran hymnody, and liturgy.
 

Lessons of 2010
In many ways, it has been a very 
challenging and rewarding year. 
To look back and realize that  
we nearly had to close our  
mission center at the end of 
2009 only to see the mission 
saved by God, using many of 
you, is a testament that we  
walk by faith and not by sight. 
The work of the church should 
not be constrained by business  
models; nevertheless, we should 
be good stewards and find a 
way to accomplish tasks with 
the means provided. These are 
some of the lessons we have 
learned. The most important 
lesson has been that God taught 
us to take everything to Him 
in prayer and continue to fight 
the good fight. Maybe you have 
heard and read of our struggles. 
We thank all of you for your 
prayers and encouragement. 

One thing we have to be thankful 
for is the confirmation of four young 
adults: Sharon Nyambura, Augustine 
Atunga, Maggie Maduka, and  
Rogers Mwangi. They were quite 
overwhelmed last year, when they 
learned that they had to memorize  
the entire catechism by heart, yet they 
did not refuse. In fact, there was little 
complaining. One might have tried 

to find an easier path, especially for 
Maggie, who never finished school 
and could not read or write very well. 
It was so encouraging to see her effort 
in spite of this obstacle. But guess 
what? She was the first to memorize 
the catechism and, in the end, assisted  
the others to learn! Praise be to God for 
all His good gifts! 

Rev. James and Tiina, Maggie, Tristan, Sarai, Sofia, Jonas, and Matthew May

Our family has not been to the USA since 2008! It is time for us to see 
our biological and church families. Because you are scattered all over 
the country, we need to start planning now. If you would like us to visit, 
email and let us know (proliturgy@me.com). We really want to meet 
as many of you as possible. If your church would appreciate a mission 
presentation, it would be a great blessing for us. At the same time, please 
understand that we are fully dependent on supporters to get us to their 
city and provide accommodation. 

Summer Furlough

Four Confirmations!

Lutherans IN Africa
FORMING AFRICAN CHRISTIANS TO BE TEACHERS OF THE FAITH

www.LutheransinAfrica.com



The gifts they hunger for are the Gifts of Christ. A new mother 
wanting free baptism for her babies. A bishop wanting lessons for the 
pastors in his country that they might more easily share the Living 
Word with those God places in their path. A student wanting to 
overcome her learning disability so that she might learn the catechism 
and join her brothers and sisters in Christ in receiving the hope, 
healing, forgiveness and sustenance of the true Body and Blood of 
our Savior.

Pure doctrine is essential because it calms uncertain consciences 
with the righteousness and the forgiveness of Christ. This is the only 
solution to our sin and death and the only means of reconciliation 
with the triune God. Thus, their hunger to learn the pure doctrine set 
forth in the Book of Concord. 
 

I recently traveled two days each way to meet with 
the translation team working on the Lunda Small 
Catechism. Four days of traveling for a chance at three 
days of work. Yet that effort pales in comparison to the 
students, pastors, and church workers who regularly 
leap at the chance to spend all day perched on simple 
benches or chairs, giving up any chance of monetary 
compensation for the day, all for the opportunity to 
learn and to have the sweet, sweet Gospel poured over 
them in the process.

So often we are thanked for the work that Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation-Africa and Lutherans in Africa does. It is humbling and perhaps even 
embarrassing that what I often take for granted is daily longed for, highly prized and cherished 
by others. I truly have wealth beyond measure in the education I received, in the books I own, in 
the technology I have access to even with the uncertain electricity and Internet we experience in 
Africa. 

By now, the pile of gifts under the trees are open and 
trash bins are filled with their packaging. The market 
place is practically gleeful over the potential revenue 
of “post” Christmas sales…failing to understand that 
Christmas is not yet over, nor is it ever really over. Nor 
does it understand that the point of the holidays is not 
gifts we might give to each other or receive from our 
family and friends.

No, Christmas is never over, for Christ never ceases 
to come to us. We live and die in Christ daily. We are 
forgiven and renewed daily. We are showered in mercy 
and grace through the Living Word and the Sacraments all our lives. 



I and my family are honored to serve on God’s mission 
field, to teach those who watch over His flock here, to 
facilitate translations of the texts needed to do so, and to 
give the gifts of Christ to all God brings into my own path. 

We thank you for your prayers and for your support. We 
thank you for remembering with us that the point of 
Christmas is not lights or decorations, parties or gifts, 
grand meals and visits with others. We thank you for 
allowing us to live and work in a place where we are 
reminded of the riches given to us in Christ’s mercy and 
grace and forgiveness, always reminded to count these things as more precious than anything the 
world might dangle before our eyes and pocketbooks.

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. James May, Jr.
 

To support the preaching of the Gospel and the training of workers for the harvest, please make a donation 
via our PayPal account via a link on our website or send your checks made payable to Lutherans in Africa to:

Lutherans in Africa 
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
7500 State Road 
Parma, OH 44134

Lutherans in Africa is registered with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) charity. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full 
extent of the law.
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