
Notes from the Mission Field: On the Home Front

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It’s been a while since I have written to you. Truthfully, most of my scarce communication has been 
directed to Finland. I apologize and will try to do better in the future. 

So, maybe you’re wondering how have we all been? Our life here has settled into a “normal” routine. After 
we came back from our summer visits to Finland and the US, the kids started back to school. This year, our 
school crew grew by one member, as Sofia (age 5) headed out to kindergarten. 

 
Like always, whenever I lose another child to school, I was nervous, 
pondering if her swim would end up being a struggle upstream. Mostly, 
I wondered if she would understand what is being taught and if she’d be 
able to communicate well enough in English, since her Finnish is stronger. 
Also, I was uneasy about the long school days and how she would 
manage. Thankfully, I quickly learned my worries were unfounded. Sofia 
is already very excited about everything at school. She has made friends. 
And her teacher has informed me that Sofia has made tremendous 
progress in her language skills in just a short time. Our little fish is 
frolicking about in her new waters with no problems at all! 
 

Lessons of 2010
In many ways, it has been a very 
challenging and rewarding year. 
To look back and realize that  
we nearly had to close our  
mission center at the end of 
2009 only to see the mission 
saved by God, using many of 
you, is a testament that we  
walk by faith and not by sight. 
The work of the church should 
not be constrained by business  
models; nevertheless, we should 
be good stewards and find a 
way to accomplish tasks with 
the means provided. These are 
some of the lessons we have 
learned. The most important 
lesson has been that God taught 
us to take everything to Him 
in prayer and continue to fight 
the good fight. Maybe you have 
heard and read of our struggles. 
We thank all of you for your 
prayers and encouragement. 

One thing we have to be thankful 
for is the confirmation of four young 
adults: Sharon Nyambura, Augustine 
Atunga, Maggie Maduka, and  
Rogers Mwangi. They were quite 
overwhelmed last year, when they 
learned that they had to memorize  
the entire catechism by heart, yet they 
did not refuse. In fact, there was little 
complaining. One might have tried 

to find an easier path, especially for 
Maggie, who never finished school 
and could not read or write very well. 
It was so encouraging to see her effort 
in spite of this obstacle. But guess 
what? She was the first to memorize 
the catechism and, in the end, assisted  
the others to learn! Praise be to God for 
all His good gifts! 

Rev. James and Tiina, Maggie, Tristan, Sarai, Sofia, Jonas, and Matthew May

Our family has not been to the USA since 2008! It is time for us to see 
our biological and church families. Because you are scattered all over 
the country, we need to start planning now. If you would like us to visit, 
email and let us know (proliturgy@me.com). We really want to meet 
as many of you as possible. If your church would appreciate a mission 
presentation, it would be a great blessing for us. At the same time, please 
understand that we are fully dependent on supporters to get us to their 
city and provide accommodation. 

Summer Furlough

Four Confirmations!
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In addition to their regular studies, Maggie, who just turned 10 
yesterday and is attending the fourth grade, and Tristan (age 8, 3rd 
grade) are juggling piano lessons and Finnish school. We were finally 
able to purchase a used piano and the older kids started learning with 
great enthusiasm. They have taken lessons now for a month and are 
coming along very nicely. 

At the Finnish school, they study the language at the same level as 
their peers in Finland. According to many, Finnish is not the easiest 
language to grasp, so it is important for our kids to take time to 

study spelling, grammar, and literature, rather than simply settling for only being able to speak Finnish. 
Who knows, maybe they will end up going to college in Finland, at which point they will surely need higher 
language skills! 
 
Tristan also has soccer practice on his plate. In addition to 
school work and lessons and athletics, Maggie and Tristan 
are going through confirmation. So part of each day is 
marked by the task of committing the Small Catechism to 
memory. 
 
Sarai (almost 7 years, 1st grade) also joined in the Finnish 
language lessons this year. Thankfully, she enjoys them so much that she doesn’t mind her 10-hour long 
school day that rolls around once each week. She enjoys making everybody guess how many times the 
same vowel appears in a particular word. There will be a lot of confusion if you don’t pay attention to this; 
for example tuuli means “wind” and tuli means “fire” [or “came,” depending on the context, but let’s not 
go there, now ... I’ve been there one too many times with James ;)].

Our children work so hard at all their learning! Some days, I feel they 
are pushed a bit too hard. In my opinion, a seven-hour school day 
five times a week ought to provide enough time to cover whatever 
needs to be covered, but Tristan especially has tons of homework 
and quizzes to prepare for in the evening. He barely has time to catch 
grasshoppers for his chameleons to munch on!

 
I’m still at home with the little boys. However, I have taken a 
more active role in various functions at the kids’ school. I attend 
Parent Teacher Fellowship meetings, helping to plan and organize 
different events. On the last Friday of 
each month, I arrange a bake sale for 

students and teachers during lunch hours. I am also a room mom for Tristan’s 
class, trying to get other parents involved and helping out the teacher in 
various ways. I can only do this because Esther, our house-help, stays with 
Jonas (age 3) and Matthew (age 1) while I am gone. 

Our little boys are very good buddies, for which I’m thankful. But their 
camaraderie can mean a little more trouble than I prefer. The other day 
I found them playing very quietly in our tiny laundry room both covered 
with detergent powder. According to Jonas, he was only trying to help get 
Matthew’s mess cleaned up.

The children with their Finnish 
teacher Outi Alanne



Of course, each is talented at finding ways to test my patience or 
knock a few years off my life all by himself. For example, Matthew is 
into climbing (and falling), throwing things into toilet bowls, starting 
the washer, and practicing his graffiti art about the house and on his 
own body using markers. Jonas, being the supportive brother, thinks 
the latter is a fantastic idea. Jonas also believes (and has educated his 
brother) that the further away you push the living room table from 
the couch and are still able to land on the couch after you pounce 
off the table, the cooler you are. I have lost count of bruises on 
Matthew’s forehead caused by this act alone.
 
James is back to traveling. We survive when he is gone, but definitely do not complain if a trip gets 
canceled for one reason or another. We understand the importance of his work and desire for him to 
continue to help pastors and church workers learn the pure doctrine. However, limited Internet and 
frequent bad phone connections make his absences more keenly felt by us all. But the Word of God is 
spreading through James’ work, so we let him go! :)

Prayer requests for the family: 
~ that the school students would have energy to keep up with their work, 

learn, and enjoy their studies; 
~ that the little ones don’t end up with any major accidents in their rough 

house play; 
~ that I would fully recover from pneumonia and Tristan from his long-

term cough; and 
~ that James would be safe during his trips, and he would have wisdom 

and strength to deal with many stressful and trying aspects concerning 
his work and life here in Kenya

We wish God’s blessings to everyone. Thank you for all your prayers and 
care! 

In Christ, 
Tiina 
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