
Greetings to all in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

As with most months, February, March, and April 
were  extremely  busy  months  for  Lutherans  in 
Africa. I often look at my photo gallery to remind 
me what happened because it doesn’t seem possible 
that so much actually happened. 

LST 

In January we were granted building permits for the 
Lutheran School of Theology and work began soon 
afterward  on  a  lecture  hall.  Our  seminars  are 
currently  being  held  in  a  temporary  wood  and 
thatch pavilion.  We hired an excavator to dig the 
trenches for the foundation and level the site.  The 
contractor said that if it had been done by hand, as 
most  of  our  work  is,  it  would  have  taken  three 
months.  We've  begun  the  foundation  on  the  first 
Senior Staff House as well.  Please keep all of this in 
your prayers!

TEAM VISIT  

We  were  blessed  to  have  supporters  come  from 
Minnesota and Ohio who helped a great deal. The 
Minnesotans helped put up a green house for those 
plants that most call to birds, like red tomatoes and 
red strawberries! They also installed a four section 
drip irrigation system which will enable to be much 
more efficient with our water usage and time as well 
as be able to direct fertilizer to the right spots. Our 
volunteer from Ohio is an electrician and helped to 
address many problems we already had in our first 
building.  As I  have often told others,  what  Africa 
needs most is education, not money. Brian got to see 
that first hand. Thankfully he was able to make the 
corrections  and  give  us  good  advice  so  that  we 
know what to watch out for with the next buildings. 
These teams also brought many tools with them to 
help us with the next stages of construction. More 
teams  and  more  advice  and  expertise  is  needed. 
Please consider coming over to help. Another thing 
to pray about!
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TEACHING TRIPS 

In  five  weeks  there  were  many  teaching  trips  to 
various places. First we went to Duka Moja which is 
so  far  away and remote  that  the  name helps  you 
understand.  Duka  Moja  is  a  Swahili  word  that 
means “One Shop”. While there are a couple more 
shops  in  that  town  now,  we  drove  another  45 
minutes inside the bush on walking paths from the 
“One Shop Town”. It is mostly a Maasai area and it 
is interesting that they have a Lutheran Church even 
though  they  don’t  have  a  pastor.  One  day  a 
Lutheran  pastor  visited  and  they  received  the 
Gospel  with such great  joy that  one man donated 
land  for  a  church  and  they  built  it  themselves 
hoping that one day a pastor would come to serve 
them. Please pray that someone does receive the call 
to shepherd them. 

After this I  drove to Central Kenya to visit  fifteen 
churches  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Conference 
and Ministerium in Central Kenya. This is a newer 
church body and searching to understand Lutheran 
doctrine. In Kenya there are several church bodies. 
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The encouraging point about this one is, not only do 
they want to be trained in the Lutheran Confessions, 
but  they  are  also  largely  self-supporting.  While 
many others are struggling with dependency issues, 
this  one is  standing on its  own feet  and growing. 
Their  most  urgent  request  is  for  teaching  and 
Lutheran books, which we gave them. 

One  issue  of  piety  arose  when  I  taught  at  one 
church.  A lady  came  forward  after  I  had  taught 
about  baptism.  She  was  very  hesitant  to  ask  her 
question and even ashamed. She had a child out of 

wedlock and the father ran away leaving her as a 
single mother in absolute poverty. She asked if her 
child,  born of  a  woman out  of  wedlock,  could be 
baptized. I showed her the scriptures which shows 
this  child  is  no  different  than  others.  We  are  all 
sinners and this child is  not any more sinful  than 
you or me.  The great  gift  in baptism is  that  Jesus 
washes our sins away and marks us with His holy 
name. He adopts us as His children so that we are 
not fatherless. Asanath, the mother of Jasmine, was 
so  overjoyed  she  asked  if  her  daughter  could  be 
baptized and saved right then and there since their 
church doesn’t have a full time pastor. How could 
we refuse? Thanks be to God for this miracle!

After  a  week  at  home  to  take  care  of  translation 
projects and inspect the construction and then it was 
off to Cotonou, Benin where I was asked to teach a 
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seminar on Lutheran basics to a very young church 
with only one pastor who I trained when I was a 
missionary in West Africa.  As per our custom, we 
began each morning at 8:30am and continued until 
the sun set and we couldn’t read our catechisms and 
Bibles anymore. There are only two congregations at 
the moment, one in the capital and one 10 hours to 
the north in a very remote area. The blessing of the 
church in  the  capital  is  that  it  is  located near  the 
university and many college students are attracted 
to Lutheranism because it is so sound theologically 
and based on the Bible. If these young adults can be 
trained well, there is great hope for the future! Yet 
another prayer request.

BOOKS 

One last trip in the month was to Dar es Salaam in 
Tanzania  where  we  just  printed  five  different 
catechisms  with  a  wonderful  grant  from  the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation. While I was there I 
was  able  to  meet  with  the  Christian  Education 
Secretary  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  they  will 

start using more of our Lutheran materials to teach 
their people. 

Thank you to all the Lutherans in Africa supporters 
for making these opportunities possible. The hunger 
is great. There is much work to do. Please continue 
to pray!

In Christ,
Reverend James May
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