
Greetings to all in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

The last several months have been interesting, to say 
the least.  After meeting Pastor James May late last 
year,  hearing  about  the  incredible  growth  of  the 
Lutheran Church in Africa and the plans to build a 
seminary, I agreed to visit in January to help with 
building designs.  I was amazed and inspired by the 
project, it’s purpose, and Pastor May’s dedication to 
spreading the  Gospel  to  the  people  of  Africa.   So 
amazed that my family and I moved from Texas to 
Kenya six months later to help Pastor May and LIA 
build the seminary so he can focus on teaching the 
Gospel.

First Impressions 

When  I  visited  the  Lutheran  School  of  Theology 
(LST) in January, it was quite literally a patch of dirt.  
There  was  one  tin  Mabati  house,  trees,  a  few 
giraffes,  and a lot of rocks.   But now, after only 6 
short  months,  seeing the  beginnings  of  a  bustling 
school  forces  one  to  be  encouraged  and  eager  to 

help.  In the short time that I was back in the states 
preparing to move, the seven room Administration 
Building  was  finished,  a  260  meter  borehole  was 
drilled, two more Mabati houses were constructed, a 
42,000 gallon cistern was built,  a  garden plot  was 
established,  and  mountains  of  rocks  have  been 
collected for future construction.  As I write, we’re 
constructing culverts on the public road to prevent 
future  wash-outs  and planning a  dam and bridge 
that  will  create  a  pond  on  the  LST  and  provide 
continuous  water  for  the  Masai  during  annual 
droughts.   These  two  projects  not  only  help  the 
surrounding  community,  but  also  are  important 
projects for the LST in the long term.  

After only one month on the ground I am beginning 
to see the wisdom in buying land for the LST in this 
location, the Rift Valley, just southwest of the Ngong 
Hills,  in Masai land.  For comparison, a sign near 
our  house  in  Nairobi  reads  “1/4  acre,  Karen, 
$480,000”, only 45 minutes from the LST.  The entire 
15 acres for the LST were purchased at a fraction of Construction of culverts to prevent washouts
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that price, and have since almost doubled in price.  
The Chinese are building a tunnel very near the LST 
which is  part  of  a  highway and railway that  will 
connect  Mombasa  (the  main  port  in  Kenya)  to 
Naivasha, bypassing Nairobi.  That highway will be 
less  that  one  mile  from  the  LST  and  has  already 
driven prices skyward.  

A few meetings with local Masai leaders has shown 
me the  breadth  of  God’s  providence  in  preparing 
someone like Pastor May to fill the role as Director 
of LIA.  His experience with various tribes around 
Africa,  knowing  how  to  be  sensitive  to  the 
particulars  of  their  cultures,  and how to negotiate 
and live in harmony with them is very much needed 
to  continue  the  operational  aspects  of  LIA.  
Personally,  I  can  appreciate  James’  experience, 
dedication,  and  no-nonsense  attitude.   He  knows 
how to get things done, which I’m learning in Africa 
requires persistence and a lot of faith. 

Current Progress 

As one can imagine, building a seminary complex in 
a somewhat rural area of Africa is not without it’s 
challenges.   The  infrastructure  in  and  around 
Nairobi is lacking, albeit improving, and this makes 
it difficult to buy materials and have them delivered.  
As much as possible we are using materials from the 
land but it gets a little tricky when you try to make 
windows out of stones and soil.  The tools are very 
poor here, if they can be found, as many come from 
China  or  India  and  they  don’t  last  long.   But, 
problems have solutions and it’s up to us to find the 
best one given what we have.

On  account  of  this,  stewardship  is  an  important 
concept here.  Generally speaking, many things are 
scarce,  which  forces  one  to  pay  attention  to  how 
much one uses.  Whether that’s money, cabbage, or 
water,  every  decision  is  made  with  frugality  and 
responsibility in mind.  It’s a good lesson in using 
what God has provided and not wasting anything 
since everything is a gift from God.  

John answered, “A person cannot receive 
even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27 

In  this  way,  we  are  designing  the  LST  with 
sustainability in mind.  We are already using solar 
power  for  the  borehole  pump and buildings,  rain 
catchment,  local  materials,  passive  heating  and 
cooling techniques, and are planting trees for future 
use.  The borehole supplies a cistern at the top of the 
property that will gravity feed the water needs for 
the  entire  property.   Additionally,  we  will  have 
about  five  acres  dedicated  to  gardening  and 
livestock.   We’ve  repurposed  the  solar  array 
structure  as  a  large  chicken  coop  and  will  be 
experimenting  with  rotational  grazing  with  cattle.  
Following the sustainable model, students are able 
to join a work/study program to help pay their fees 
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and will provide the labor force required to operate 
the seminary.

Earlier  this  year,  the  Administration  building  was 
completed which will  eventually house the offices 
for LIA.  Currently,  this building is  being used as 
sleeping and dining quarters while we’re working 
on the rest  of  the site.   It  has seven rooms and 2 
bathrooms  with  showers,  solar  hot  water  heaters 
(that work VERY well!), solar panels with a battery 
bank, and is built with mostly local stones.  We’ve 
also  skin-vented  the  roof,  which  helps  keep  the 
rooms remarkably cool when it’s hot outside. 

We  are  currently  in  the  process  of  obtaining  the 
necessary building permits for future construction.  
Please  pray  that  this  may  go  quickly.   For 
comparison,  we  applied  for  a  borehole  permit  in 
October  of  2015  and  have  still  not  received  the 
permit.  Sometimes, things tend to sit on a desk until 
certain  payments  are  made  and  we  do  not 
participate in those schemes.  So, we pray about it, 
follow the law, and trust that God will  provide in 
His time.

One  of  the  next  projects  at  the  site  will  be  the 
construction of the library.  With multi-use in mind, 
we’re  designing  the  lower  level  to  house  30,000 
books, an office, a distribution room, and a reading 
area.  The upstairs will have an open lecture room, 
seating about 120, and will leave space for computer 
and translating labs.  As with all  of the buildings, 
the roof area will allow for rain catchment, using the 

water for gardening 
and livestock.

The construction of 
the  library  will 
allow  us  to  hold 
larger  teaching 
seminars and move 
the  training  from 
t h e  o p e n - a i r 
pavilion  that  was 
t e m p o r a r i l y 
constructed for this 
purpose.  Having a 
proper  training 
space  will  foster 
l e a r n i n g  b y 
removing distractions that can occur in the pavilion, 
whether that’s rain, wind, or animals.  Additionally, 
we have a container shipping to LIA this year with 
many  pallets  of  books  that  have  been  donated!  
Having  a  ready  space  to  house  those  books  is 
important so they are not damaged by storage and 
the elements. 

Along with the library, we will soon be building the 
bible school classrooms.  This building will be near 
the library and will form a courtyard, providing a 
quiet  area  for  the  pastoral  students  to  read  and 
study.   This  area  will  also  house  the  main  book 
distribution container, which will hold some of the 
following books  that  we  have  translated  with  the 
help of a grant by Lutheran Heritage Foundation:

Good News Magazines 
English, French, Swahili 
Luther’s Small Catechism 
English, French, Swahili, Nuer, Ekegusi, a 
Kimasai version is in progress 
Luther’s Large Catechism 
English, French, Swahili, Nuer, Ekegusi 
The Book of Concord 
Swahili 
God’s No and God’s Yes 
Swahili 
The Greatest Part of the Greatest Story 
Swahili 
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Yet another building that will be a tremendous help 
in training pastors is the dormitory.  At the moment, 
the pastors are staying in tin Mabati houses, which 
offer no insulation and don't do a very good job of 
blocking the gale force winds that fall off the Ngong 
mountains in the evenings.  This building will not 
only  house  pastors,  but  also  their  families.   The 
education at  the seminary will  be a full  four year 
program  and  many  men  are  away  from  their 
families  for  an  incredible  amount  of  time,  which 
isn't healthy for the relationship that God instituted.  

Education Begins 

A little  research  a  few  months  ago  revealed  that 
Africa  is  sorely  lacking  Lutheran  pastors.   One 
might  imagine  that  there  are  pastors  running 
around,  trying  their  best  to  convert  people.   The 

opposite is true.  For instance, in Tanzania, there are 
7,000,000  Lutherans  and  about  2,000  ordained 
pastors.  That comes to 3,500 parishioners for every 
pastor.  In comparison, the US has 376 parishioners 
for every pastor.  Within two weeks of being here, a 
seminar  on  Romans  was  held  at  the  LST with  40 
pastors and evangelists  attendance.   I  was able to 
observe the pastors and quickly saw the immense 
need  for  education  here.   This  may  be  common 
knowledge for most, but it was all new to me.  Many 
people in Africa don’t  attend school  and the ones 
that  do  usually  don’t  complete  what  Americans 
would consider a high school level education.  If the 
lower level parochial education is so poor in many 
parts,  one can imagine a similar lacking in higher 
education.  This lacking is precisely the reason that 
Lutherans  In  Africa  exists.   To  form  African 
Christians to be teachers of the faith.  To not only 
teach the  pastors,  but  to  train  them how to  teach 
others.  

“…what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men, who will be able to teach others also.”  
2 Timothy 2:2 

Likewise, if the pastors are poorly trained, one can 
imagine  the  teaching  that  is  passed  on  to  the 
average parishioner.  And there is a real danger in 
this, it’s not just semantics.  Jesus said:

www.lutheransinafrica.com �4

11 Tribes from East Africa have been represented at the last 2 
seminars.

Seminar on Romans

Seminar on Preaching and Liturgy



Lutherans In Africa September 2016

“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able.”  Luke 13:24 

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is 
wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many.  For the gate is narrow and the way is 
hard that leads to life, and those who find it 
are few.”  Matthew 7:13-14 

“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  John 14:6 

And as Paul said:

As I urged you when I was going to 
Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you 
may charge certain persons not to teach any 
different doctrine, nor to devote themselves 
to myths and endless genealogies, which 
promote speculations rather than the 
stewardship from God that is by faith.  1 
Timothy 1:3-4 

During  the  first  seminar,  five  pastors  approached 
Pastor May about having another seminar for their 
area pastors  either  near their  home or at  the LST.  
While at the 2nd seminar, several other pastors have 
asked  for  seminars.   A  few  have  already  been 
scheduled and one seminar was scheduled for just 
next week!  All of this confirms what Pastor May has 
said about all the churches he visits asking for more 

seminars.   In  23  countries  throughout  Africa,  one 
can image what an annual total would be.  In short, 
the  demand  here  for  learning  is  incredible.   It’s 
something that most of the pastors do not take for 
granted and they're very excited to be exposed to 
the teaching.

While  talking to  pastors  in  the  last  few days,  I’m 
reminded why the teaching, preaching, and training 
is so urgent.  Death is not far off.  When I asked how 
the church in Burundi was doing, a pastor described 
how  young  and  small  the  church  was.   He  then 
mentioned that he had to move from his home and 
is  now  traveling  120  kilometers  to  his  home 
congregation.  When I asked why, he told me about 
the last election in Burundi.  The president ran for 
and won a third term even though the constitution 
only allows two terms.  The current president has 
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had many opponents killed and many have had to 
flee  their  homes  to  save  their  own  lives.   “On 
December 11th, it was bad.  Hundreds were killed.  
There were bodies everywhere.”  A quick internet 
search reveals this truth and also reminds readers of 
the last civil  war in Burundi where nearly 300,000 
people died.  It was shocking to hear all of this from 
a very polite, joyful pastor.  He reminded me that a 
“solution  will  come  from  God”  and  that  God  is 
always in control.  What faith these men have in the 
face of such terror and difficulties.  I’m reminded of 
Luther’s words in the preface to his Bondage of the 
Will:

When He makes promises, you ought to be 
out of doubt that He knows, and can and will 
perform, what He promises; otherwise, you 
will be accounting Him neither true nor 
faithful, which is unbelief, and the height of 
irreverence, and a denial of the most high 
God!  And how can you be thus sure and 
certain, unless you know that certainly, 
infallibly, immutably and necessarily, He 
knows, wills and will preform what He 
promises? 

And,

Now in putting everything in subjection to 
him, he left nothing outside his control.  
Hebrews 2:8 

God  has  left  nothing  outside  his  control.   God 
couldn’t keep His promises if He wasn’t in control 
of  everything.   Since  we  know  He  keeps  His 
promises, it’s great comfort for us to remember that 
He is in control and He tells us just that in His Word.  
We have nothing to fear, not even death itself.

If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?  For I am sure 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers,  nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  Romans 10:31-32, 38-39 

Building  foundations  is  a  catchy  title  for  a 
newsletter,  but  it’s  exactly what we’re doing here.  
Our hope is that God has provided the resources to 
build an education center that will outlast all of us.  
A  center  that  will  continue  to  increase  Christ’s 
church for generations. 

In Christ, 
Jason Stephens
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