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I don’t know about you but it seems like only 
yesterday that we began the season of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday. That day I was in Iowa and had the 
grand opportunity to preach at St. John Lutheran 
Church. That particular congregation did not have 
the traditional imposition of ashes, a practice 
where the pastor takes ashes and draws them on 
the forehead of each Christian who comes before 
the altar of God. While tracing the ashes, the 
pastor recites the condemning words over and 
over again, “You are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” These were the very same words that God 
spoke to Adam when he was jettisoned from the 
Garden of Eden, the Garden of paradise that God 
had created for His creation (Genesis 3:19). The 
first couple were tempted by Satan and their own 
sinful flesh with the words, “The day that you eat 
of it you will become like God, knowing good 
and evil.” What a terrible day. They knew the 
consequences but they didn’t believe, “The day 
that you eat of it you will surely die.” For me there 
is no day in the church calendar more terrifying 
than that day when the pastor declares to each 
and every person individually, “You are dust and 
to dust you shall return.” You are going to die! !
I do not begrudge a congregation that does not 
observe the imposition of ashes because of the 
great terror that it brings. I have offered the ashes 
also in Africa and many times the majority of 
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people were too afraid to come up front. Certainly you can understand why the reminder 
can be too much in Africa. They already have enough reminders with death before their eyes 
as their family members suffer from Ebola, AIDS, malaria, malnutrition, and terror from 
Muslims as well as from their own corrupt governments. Do they really need another 
reminder? The real question is: what caused this death and what can be done about it? !
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. ~ 
Romans 6:23 !
Just this morning I received a phone call from a South Sudanese man, named Omot, who is 
the chairman of a Lutheran congregation in Dadaab Refugee camp, one of the largest 
refugee camps in the world. He was begging me, “Pastor, can you please come and help us? 
We do not have any ordained pastors and the last one we saw was over a year ago. Since 
that time our wives have given birth to many children and they need to be baptized.” !
Getting to Dadaab is not as easy as driving to the supermarket or even to the next state. One 
cannot just get in the car and go there. It is in the very far north of the country near the 
border in sort of a no-mans land. Furthermore, it is very dangerous in that part of the 
country. Each and every month there are terrorist attacks by the Islamic terrorist group called 
Al-Shabaab but we will do our best to get there.

Caught in Red Tape !
Actually “Struggles” has been the repeated theme during Lent, not because a particular 
person but because of a sinful and fallen world. Every few years I need to apply for a work 
permit to validly be in Africa and work. Naturally, Satan does not like my presence here 
and it seems every couple of years he uses this opportunity to strike. Since I returned to 
Kenya in late February, I have made multiple trips weekly to the Ministry of Immigration in 
order to renew my work permit. Somehow or another the file has just vanished! We have a 
copy of the application and the official receipt from the government but the file itself has 
just disappeared. I even visited with the chief of investigations last week and he is stumped 
as well. It is more than misplaced. It seems some tomfoolery may have even taken place 
but no need to worry. They have promised to get to the bottom of it but your prayers will be 
appreciated in the mean time. ! !

Missed Ordinations !
Because of these different obstacles in obtaining my 
work permit, I was not able to travel to Burkina Faso 
on the 15th of March which was a great and 
marvelous day. Many of you have followed us since 
we arrived in Africa in 2006. I was the first ever 
missionary from the LCMS to be sent to Burkina 
Faso. There were many struggles there as we planted



churches and trained workers for the harvest but God’s seeds were indeed planted and we 
rejoice with all the saints that now for the first time in the history of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Burkina Faso that they have their own ordained pastors. The five men 

who were ordained were Tanpo Tchiriteme, 
Myiemba Thiombiano, Joseph Napon, Espoir 
Arzoumbila Sawadogo, and Marcel Nitiema. 
Missing the occasion for me was like missing 
the birth of your first child. Certainly the 
Devil wanted this child to be aborted and not 
come into the world but our Heavenly Father 
is the true Father of this church and it is He 
who brought it into existence and it is He 
who will continue to sustain it. Please pray as 
they continue to grow in faith and as the 
seeds of the Gospel continue to be spread 
across that country. !

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants 
and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we 
are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. ~ 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 !!
Land Updates !
Many people have asked how we are progressing with the new mission center. First, let me 
inform you of a piece of great news. Enough money has now been raised, over $350,000, 
to buy the land!!! Praise be to God for that. Having said that, we are still in need of your 
help. We need your prayers. The process of purchasing land in Kenya has been FAR more 
difficult than I ever expected. We have looked at many plots and talked with many 
“sellers”. I put the quotes around the word sellers because there are many con-artists in 
Africa. News of people being swindled is often reported in the newspapers here and part of 
the reason is lack of education and following the law. We want to assure all the LIA 
supporters that even though it is taking us time to move forward, it is not because we are 
lazy. In fact, we are being very thorough. Each time we locate a property that would work 
for the mission center we follow all the procedures of verifying title deeds, land registries, 
and identification cards of the sellers. Many times, these have not been consistent and we 
stopped negotiations before any funds were used. Once we find a plot that passes the legal 
document search, we will then engage a lawyer who specializes in land sales to write the 
contract and assist the transaction. So, as you can see, prayers of wisdom and guidance are 
needed. We take these steps very seriously because it is God’s money and we want to be 
good stewards of His resources.



Next Step !
We believe that the land will be purchased 
very soon so we need to be prepared for the 
next steps. The first step will be to fence the 
entire property so that we do not have a 
problem with squatters. Once that is 
completed the next step is to get water! Water 
is life, not only for drinking but for irrigation. 
Plumbing infrastructure as you have in the 
Western world, does not exist for the most 
part in Africa. Therefore we need to drill a 
borehole which will provide enough water for 
drinking, watering the farm, and washing. !
This is an expensive project but also one that 
a dear friend and supporter has offered to 
organize. Pam Mueller is the Principal at 
Bethany Lutheran School and has offered to 
work with all Lutheran schools and Sunday 
schools to raise funds for this project. We 
thought this would be a good idea because it 
is a practical project that children can 
understand and see. If your school or Sunday 
school would like to help raise funds to drill a 
borehole for the new mission center, please 
contact Pam Mueller at 
pmueller@bethanylcs.org and download our 
Springs of Living Water PDF flyer at 
lutheransinafrica.com/springs. !!
Other Upcoming Projects and Prayer 
Requests !
The week after Easter we will be holding our 
annual board meetings for LHF-Africa and Lutherans in Africa. At that time, Lutheran 
bishops, educators, and workers will travel from all over Africa to Nairobi. We will discuss 
the work of the past year both with LIA as well as in their countries so that we can best plan 
how we can help each other in the next year. Churches are constantly being attacked by 
heresy, false teaching, and all sorts of evil. This is an important time to come together to 
pray, study God’s Word, and prepare ourselves for service in His Kingdom.
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The work of teaching will actually start right after the meeting as I will be traveling with two 
other pastors to Rwanda, Congo, and Burundi to teach the Lord’s Prayer, Lord’s Supper, and 
how to preach the upcoming lessons. Once I come back I will send another report with 
pictures but please keep us in your prayers. Traveling in Africa is often more dangerous than 
malaria! !!
Thank You LIA Supporters! !
In closing, I want to thank all of you who support 
Lutherans in Africa. Each day it is a struggle to wonder 
how we are going to respond to all the requests for help, 
books, teaching, etc and yet great joy to see how so 
many of you are assisting in helping the Gospel get to 
the farthest reaches of the world. Let me share one 
instance in particular. Last week, I got an email from a 
Finnish Lutheran missionary who trains teachers in 
Africa. He hasn’t been in Kenya long but he was 
shocked that at the Lutheran school where the teachers 
were being trained the students had never seen a 
catechism! How can they help the children to be 
Lutheran and know the right teaching without a 
catechism? He asked me to help in anyway possible. I 
posted this request on Facebook and within 24 hours so 
many of you responded that we will have enough 
catechisms for all the students! Thank you for being so 
eager to help and respond to those who want to hear 
and learn God’s Word! !
In Christ,  
Rev James May

Lutheran Confessions!
!
What is Confession? !
Confession has two parts: the one is that we confess our sins; the other is that we 
receive Absolution, or forgiveness, from the confessor, as from God Himself, and 
in no way doubt, but firmly believe that our sins are forgiven before God in 
heaven by this.                   (continued...)



To make a donation by check, 
please make it payable to 
Lutherans in Africa, write LIA 
Training Center OR daily mission 
work in the memo and send it to:

To support the preaching of the Gospel and the training 
of workers for the harvest, please make a donation:

lutheransinafrica.com/training/  for LIA Training Center

lutheransinafrica.com/daily/   for daily mission work

What sins should we confess? !
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even of those that we do not know, 
as we do in the Lord's Prayer. But before the confessor we should confess only 
those sins that we know and feel in our hearts.!
!
Which are these? !
Here consider you calling according to the Ten Commandments, whether you are 
a father,. mother, son, daughter, master, mistress, a manservant or maidservant. 
Consider whether you have been disobedient, unfaithfu, or slothful. Consider 
whether you have grieved anyone by words or deeds, whether you have stolen, 
neglected, wasted, or done other harm.!
!
Small Catechism  V. How the Unlearned Should be Taught to Confess !
McCain, Paul Timothy. Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions: A Reader's Edition of 
the Book of Concord. 2nd ed. St. Louis, MO: Concordia Pub. House, 2006.

We encourage you to share newsletters with your family, friends, congregations, etc.!
You may print copies and distribute them or share electronic versions online. Thank you!
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