
Another summer has gone by and it is time for kids to go back to school. That also 
means it is back to the teaching and training of pastors, evangelists, Sunday school 
teachers, deaconesses, and other church workers. How great is the hunger? The 
schedule is already full through January 2014 with other requests waiting to be 
finalized. There are so many requests to have church workers trained that it would 
take me two years to complete the requests that I have. The need is great and the 
many Lutherans in Africa are grateful for your prayers and support.

Before I depart the house on more training seminars, I need to give you an update 
on the past four months. Often times I get so busy that glimpses, photos, and 
videos are uploaded to Facebook and YouTube but not everyone uses these sites. If 
you haven't taken a look at our website lately, it has been refreshed and will 
continue to be updated with new information. Take a look at 
lutheransinafrica.com. Also “Like” us on our Facebook page “Lutherans in Africa”.
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and Teaching
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During the months of June and July, 
our family primarily was in Finland 
making mission presentations, seeing 
family and friends, and enjoying the 
wonderful hospitality. The main 
objective with the mission 
presentations was to inform 
supporters of the plan to build a 
training center. The supporters found 
this to be a very good idea because it 
would mean more in-depth training 
for church workers and more 
opportunities to translate the 
catechism into the many languages of 
Africa.

AFRICAN MISSIONARY 
Before going on furlough, I taught at two new 
places where I have never been. The first was in 
Cyangugu, Rwanda. It is a city on the border 
with the northeast region of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). Germany sent 
Lutheran missionaries to Rwanda in the late 
1800s and early 1900s, but after WWII, all 
Lutherans were removed from the country. The 
second coming of Lutherans came not from 
Europe but from Africa. Many of you know of 
the terrible genocides that ravaged the country 
of Rwanda. Many fled to neighboring countries 
and because of the love of Jesus Christ, the 
Lutherans in Tanzania received these refugees 
and taught them the faith. As the fighting 
subsided and people regained confidence to 
return home, they brought the Lutheran faith 
with them.

Two problems have caused the church to grow 
very slowly. One is that they do not have a 
seminary to train pastors. The pastors they have 
were trained in Tanzania but it is quite expensive

The seminar lasted all day for 3.5 days 
but even during the break time people 
were reading and studying Luther's 
Small Catechism. This blue cover is just 
the enchiridion but they would like to 
have the entire catechism (with 
questions and answers) translated into 
Kinyarwanda. It has not yet been done.



to send the next generation there. In addition, Rwandans speak a different language 
than Tanzanians. Those who were refugees learned it when they lived there but 
when they returned the taught their children their mother tongue, Kinyarwanda. As 
you probably guessed, there are few Lutheran books in that language, 
Kinyarwanda. In fact only the Enchiridion is translated. Even further west in 
Rwanda, one cannot find many people who speak Swahili. One person may speak 
English, another French, another Swahili but if you want to communicate with all of 
them, you must speak Kinyarwanda.

It was a great joy for me to work with Rev. 
Godwin Rwampamira because he is a Rwandan 
missionary planting churches in the western 
part of the country. It is also amazing how he 
found me; through Facebook! He saw the 
pictures showing the seminars that Lutherans in 
Africa offers and he pleaded with me for over a 
year, “Please come to Cyangugu, bring us 
catechisms, Bible studies, and teach us!” While 
I usually restrict seminars to groups of church 
leaders, I was able to combine this visit with a 
visit to the DRC. Like many places in Africa, the 
Pentecostal church is very strong but even 
greater is the desire to know what the Bible 
teaches. This is why the Small Catechism is such 
a great tool because it lays the foundation to 
help one understand the rest of the Bible.

AFRICANS DON'T FORGET AFRICA 
A little over a year ago, I was invited to go to 
Australia and teach, not to Australians but to the 

many African refugees. Large numbers of Africans have immigrated to Australia but 
many things are strange: the culture, the food, the people, and the language. One 
thing that they hoped would be the same was the church. Unfortunately many 
refugees told me that the Anglican Church was not very welcoming, but the 
Lutherans, who had a similar liturgy, did receive them. Many of the faithful 
Australian pastors wanted to help these refugees and to teach them but they didn't 
have catechisms and Bible studies in the African languages. So great was the joy to 
receive catechisms and Good News magazines that the Africans together with the 
Australians began raising funds to enable bibles, catechisms, and teaching to be 
brought to their homes back in Africa. One of those places was Bukavu, DRC.

Rev. Godwin Rwampamira



While there is a Lutheran Church in 
Bukavu, it struggles because of 
instability in the region due to rebel 
fighting. It also struggles to compete 
with the false promises of the 
Pentecostal church which tells people 
that money and earthly blessings are 
showered upon those who do good 
works. How can you compete with 
someone who promises a $100 return 
if you give $10 in faith? Nevertheless, 
many people have seen through these 
heresies and they want to know “What 
does the Bible really say?”

Before my arrival Bishop Victor Bwanangela publicly advertised the seminar 
through the local Christian radio station. The result was that the participants were 

not only Lutheran but also consisted 
of a large number of Pentecostal 
pastors and evangelists. What a 
challenge?! But it is not so hard 
because the Lutherans are always 
asking, “What does God's Word say?” 
or “Where is that written?”

Each participant received a copy of 
Luther's Small Catechism as well as 
the Good News magazine on the 
topics, “The Word of God” and 
“Repentance”. The biggest problem 
was not having enough books and 
magazines.

WHO IS MORE FAITHFUL? 
The seminar began well, even though it was a mixed crowd but there was a 
significant turning point. One Pentecostal pastor stood up and shouted that 
Pentecostals are more faithful than Lutherans because they (the Pentecostals) follow 
the example of Jesus and baptize at the age of 12 JUST LIKE JESUS!!!

So, I calmly asked him to read Luke 2:41-52 and Luke 3:16-23. Jesus was baptized



at the age of 30. Also John the Baptist testifies that his baptism is NOT the same as 
Jesus'. Then we looked at Colossians 2:8-15 which teaches Baptism as the "spiritual 
fulfillment" of circumcision. Everyone acknowledged this ceremony takes place at 
the age of 8 days.

Interestingly, in the early church, the debate was NOT whether to baptize at the age 
of 12. No, the first Christians debated 
if we have to WAIT until the eighth 
day or not.

It was truly an eye opening 
experience. During the breaks 
between sessions people were 
searching throughout the Scriptures to 
see if the Lutheran teaching about 
baptism was just as God said. What 
happened next? Eight pastors from the 
Pentecostal church approached the 
Lutheran bishop and said they wanted 
to leave the Pentecostal Church and 
join with the Lutherans! The cause for 
rejoicing here is not that people are taken from one church to another. The cause 
for rejoicing is being able to recognize heresy and to leave it (1 Tim 6:3-5 and Rom 
16:17).

LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS 
“Here, now, learn how great need 
there is of such prayer. For because 
we see how full the world is of sects 
and false teachers, who all wear the 
holy name as a cover and sham for 
their doctrines of devils, we ought by 
all means to pray without ceasing, 
and to cry and call upon God against 
all such as preach and believe falsely 
and whatever opposes and persecutes 
our Gospel and pure doctrine, and 
would suppress it, as bishops, tyrants, 

enthusiasts, etc. Likewise also for ourselves who have the Word of God, but are not 
thankful for it, nor live as we ought according to the same. 48] If now you pray for



this with your heart, you can be sure that it pleases God; for He will not hear anything 
more dear to Him than that His honor and praise is exalted above everything else, and His 
Word is taught in its purity and is esteemed precious and dear.” (Large Catechism, 47).

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. James E May, Jr.

To support the preaching of the Gospel and the training of workers for the harvest, please 
make a donation via PayPal or 
send your checks made payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church to:

Lutherans in Africa 
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
7500 State Road 
Parma, OH 44134
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