
Notes from the Mission Field: Sharing the Heritage of 
Our Faith
 

The Music of Lutheran Worship 
Last August, Liturgies et Cantiques Luthériens (the French Lutheran hymnal) was introduced to the 
Lutheran Church in Congo. I have personally trained many of the Congolese seminary students and have 
a strong relationship with the church president, Rev. Joseph Tchbinda Mavoungou. Together, we made a 
plan to begin introducing and spreading Lutheran hymnody and liturgy into French speaking West Africa 
with this great new resource. 

Our first step was to invite an accomplished church musician from America to help teach Lutheran hymns 
and to teach choir members how to read music. We found the musician in the talented Cantor Phillip 
Magness. Because the Congolese are exceptionally talented singers, part of our plan included introducing 
French Lutheran hymns across French speaking Africa by making recordings of them. In this way, we hope 
to achieve our two-fold end goal: to inspire both the translation of Lutheran hymnals into local languages 
and the crafting of traditional melodies to further spread the texts of sound doctrinal hymns.

However, it is not possible to only teach Lutheran hymns, for one must also teach Lutheran worship. Part 
of this instruction includes examining how traditional liturgy differs from contemporary worship and the 
patterns of other Protestant churches. This we did by studying the scriptures and using the Good News 
magazine as a commentary. 

Lessons of 2010
In many ways, it has been a very 
challenging and rewarding year. 
To look back and realize that  
we nearly had to close our  
mission center at the end of 
2009 only to see the mission 
saved by God, using many of 
you, is a testament that we  
walk by faith and not by sight. 
The work of the church should 
not be constrained by business  
models; nevertheless, we should 
be good stewards and find a 
way to accomplish tasks with 
the means provided. These are 
some of the lessons we have 
learned. The most important 
lesson has been that God taught 
us to take everything to Him 
in prayer and continue to fight 
the good fight. Maybe you have 
heard and read of our struggles. 
We thank all of you for your 
prayers and encouragement. 

One thing we have to be thankful 
for is the confirmation of four young 
adults: Sharon Nyambura, Augustine 
Atunga, Maggie Maduka, and  
Rogers Mwangi. They were quite 
overwhelmed last year, when they 
learned that they had to memorize  
the entire catechism by heart, yet they 
did not refuse. In fact, there was little 
complaining. One might have tried 

to find an easier path, especially for 
Maggie, who never finished school 
and could not read or write very well. 
It was so encouraging to see her effort 
in spite of this obstacle. But guess 
what? She was the first to memorize 
the catechism and, in the end, assisted  
the others to learn! Praise be to God for 
all His good gifts! 

Rev. James and Tiina, Maggie, Tristan, Sarai, Sofia, Jonas, and Matthew May

Our family has not been to the USA since 2008! It is time for us to see 
our biological and church families. Because you are scattered all over 
the country, we need to start planning now. If you would like us to visit, 
email and let us know (proliturgy@me.com). We really want to meet 
as many of you as possible. If your church would appreciate a mission 
presentation, it would be a great blessing for us. At the same time, please 
understand that we are fully dependent on supporters to get us to their 
city and provide accommodation. 

Summer Furlough

Four Confirmations!
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Most contemporary worship emphasizes what man must do for 
God, to serve and please Him. This is because good works are 
errantly viewed as steps toward achieving righteousness, in at 
least some way, shape, or form. Lutheran worship emphasizes 
what God does for man, to heal us and cleanse us from our sin. 
Mankind is spiritually sick and unable to please God without His 
coming to us through Word and Sacraments and accomplish His 
works of mercy and grace that we might be made righteous. 

Where is the difference seen? In many Protestant churches in 
Africa, the service begins with lots of hooting and hollering, in 

order to awaken people and rile their emotions. Praise hymns repeat God’s greatness and how they are in 
church to praise Him and what they are going to do for God. Praising the Lord is good, but the emphasis is 
on my song, my praise, my promises, and my acts. The only thing that is sought is the charismatic power of 
the Spirit. The power of the Word of God is minimized and the Sacraments are rejected. 

We teach them that Lutherans, on the other hand, come 
before God like Moses and Isaiah. Moses hid his face in God’s 
presence because he feared (Exodus 3:6). Likewise when 
Isaiah came near the Lord he cried, “Woe is me! For I am lost; 
for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts!” (Isaiah 6:5). 

Therefore, the approach is completely the opposite. 
Lutherans come as weak beggars. We approach God with 
reverence and knowledge of our sinfulness. But we are not 
afraid of being destroyed because we have a promise: “If 
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9). After confessing our sins, we hear the Divine Absolution declared to 
us from servants God sends to His sheep (John 20:21-23). Then, we sing the Gloria and praise Him for not 
destroying us but saving and cleansing us. Each and every week we sin and need this special medicine again 
and again. 

We also teach that it doesn’t stop there, for we also 
need more medicine for our hardened hearts and 
heavenly food to nourish our souls to help us live in this 
fallen world. That next dose of medicine is the reading 
and preaching of God’s Word, which is living and active, 
not simply an instruction book. So, in Lutheran liturgy, 
we move from this work of our Great Physician toward 
the banquet table He spreads before us with even more 
mercy and grace, forgiveness and healing. They learn 
that our liturgy guides us from His Word to His true body 
and blood with a marriage of pure doctrine and music 
that helps direct us and prepare our hearts and minds 
instead of ratcheting up emotions or drawing our focus 
away from the cross and back to ourselves. 



When we are baptized, when we eat the Lord’s body, when we 
are absolved, our heart must be firmly assured that God truly 
forgives us for Christ’s sake. At the same time, by the Word 
and by the rite, God moves hearts to believe and conceive 
faith, just as Paul says, “Faith comes by hearing” (Romans 
10:17). But just as the Word enters the ear in order to strike 
our heart, so the rite itself strikes the eye, in order to move 
the heart. The effect of the Word and the rite are the same. It 
has been well said by Augustine that a Sacrament is a visible 
Word, because the rite is received by the eyes and is, as it 
were, a picture of the Word, illustrating the same thing as the 
Word. The result of both is the same. ~ BOC, AP, XII (VII), 4-6

...the Sacraments are not just marks of profession among people, as some imagine. Rather, they are signs and 
testimonies of God’s will toward us. Through them God moves hearts to believe. ~BOC, AP, XIII (VII), 1

Thus, by opening a hymnal we read, sing, and hear a fluid message that aids the reception of the Divine 
Medicine given to us by God. He has no need of our worship, but rather holds high the need we have of His 
salvation and so comes to us each Lord’s Day in Word and Sacrament. CLICK HERE [http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=MszNYrse-Oc], to see that preparation and direction happen as the Congolese sing “Toute 
Chair Fera Silence” while entering His house, respecting His presence. 

Thanks to Cantor Phillip Magness, the work continued this year. What inspired me was that this year we 
had twice as many participants in the week long seminar than we had last year. Even more came for the 
Good News and Bible study. It was not sheer numbers, as if a quantity of bodies is our goal. I was awed to 
see so many people who came despite great sacrifice. 

Impoverished though they are, these Christians arrived faithfully 
every day at 8 AM and stayed until 6 PM, regardless of the fact 
that they received no salary or compensation. They came hungry 
to learn what blessings God has promised to us, how we receive 
them, and how we sing His praises that bring Him glory for all He 
has done for us rather than to sing and make promises that we 
human beings fail to keep even for a single day … each day. 

Brazzaville, Congo is located on a river just opposite the great 
capital Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). When 
they heard about the conference, they immediately asked if they could have this same hymnal and teach 
their people this Good News, too. I told them many countries have requested likewise: Cote d’Ivoire, 
Burkina Faso, Guinea, Burundi, etc. I promised I would share their hunger, their earnest request to be fed. 
I promised that I would begin by praying for them and asking our supporters to join me in prayer that God 
would make a way for them to receive more hymnals, catechisms, Good News magazines, and seminars. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Oh, how rich the field waiting to be planted with 
fruit that will ripen beneath the Light of our Savior, tended by the Spirit!

CLICK HERE [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21-pruFLrbo&feature=share] and CLICK HERE [http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=NMHPigN0ups&feature=share] and CLICK HERE [http://roundunvarnishedtale.
blogspot.com/2011/09/horla.html] to see more of the fruit that has already begun to ripen in the Congo. 
To think, these hymnals are produced and delivered at the cost of just $12 each. Every gift to Lutherans in 
Africa truly matters!

Jean-Louis, President Rev. Joseph Tchibinda 
Mavoungou, Cantor Phillip Magness, and Flore



African Reformation Underway 
A monumental task has been completed and about to be 
released. Never before in the history of the Lutheran Church 
in East Africa has the Book of Concord been translated 
into Kiswahili. Kiswahili is the most widely spoken African 
language on the planet with about 150 million Swahili 
speakers. It is largely spoken in Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, eastern DRC, Burundi, and parts of Zanzibar, 
Zambia, Mozambique, Malawi, and the Comoro Islands. In 
Tanzania alone there are over 5 million Lutherans and 3,000 
pastors (at least 10,000 evangelists) and yet they have 
never had the Book of Concord in their local language.

 
They do have a great resource in their Lutheran hymnal 

that has many Gerhardt, Luther, Reformation, and even modern Lutheran hymns, as well as a complete 
set of liturgies. But that is not enough to stand against the theological challenges by Pentecostals and 
indigenous churches. Our foe shoots his fiery darts tipped with questions and accusations, aiming to cause 
confusion and blind people from seeing the Truth. Sadly, Lutheran church leaders are often not equipped 
to respond.

Christ be praised! Alleluia! Let the angels join us in 
singing with joy! For very soon they will be armed with 
Biblical answers to very important questions pertaining 
to salvation, forgiveness, justification, Holy Baptism, 
and the Lord’s Supper. Very soon, they will have the 
Lutheran Confessions in their own language to have and 
to hold in their own hands, truly a dangerous weapon!

The dedication is planned for the 20 October 2011 in 
Moshi, Tanzania. Church leaders have been invited 
from all the surrounding countries, at which time we 
will dedicate the Kiswahili Book of Concord for use in 
Christ’s Church to teach the pure doctrine, sound doctrine 
that withstands any onslaught of our foe. This has often been neglected, but it is a direct command from 
God’s Word; “As for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.” (Titus 2:1). 

This monumental project first began after a visit of Rev. Dr. Robert Preus to Africa in 1994, when he was 
teaching the Lutheran faith and often referenced the Book of Concord. The hearers were very interested 
and continually asked, “What is this book that teaches the faith so clearly?” Rev. Dr. Anssi Simojoki, 

already a longtime African missionary, was appointed by Dr. Preus 
to coordinate the translation of the Book of Concord in their 
language. 

For where God’s Word is preached, accepted, or believed and 
produces fruit, there the holy cross cannot be missing ... let no one 
think that he shall have peace. He must risk whatever he has upon 
earth--possessions, honor, house and estate, wife and children, body 
and life .... The test is to be steadfast and to suffer with patience in 
whatever way we are assaulted, and to let go whatever is taken from 
us. ~BOC, LC, III, 65-66

Dedication planning meeting

Dedication chapel

Rev. Dr. Robert Rahn (LHF), Rev. Dr. Anssi Simojoki, 
Rev. Ablert Mongi, and Rev. James May



Since 1996, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation has 
helped to facilitate its production, but it wasn’t easy. 
Despite Dr. Simojoki’s long and selfless labor on this 
project, there was still work to be done when he retired 
and I was called to serve as his replacement. It seemed 
every time progress was made, there was some sort of 
setback or attack that hindered our progress. Even as 
we are planning a ceremony to dedicate the Kiswahili 
Book of Concord and get it into the hands of pastors, 
obstacles remain and the fiery darts of our foe are still 
flying at us. Therefore, it is our sincere plea that you pray 
for us, the mission work, and the equipping of Christians 
with sound doctrine so that they may know clearly what 
Christ has promised versus what man has contrived.

The mission of Lutherans in Africa is to form African Christians to be teachers of the faith. To put 
it another way, we aim to equip pastors/overseers to teach sound doctrine and rebuke those who 
contradict it. In this way, Christians may no longer be turned around and confused by false doctrine that 
leads them away from the faith and the promises of Christ’s gifts for us to dependence on their own 
accomplishments, their own faith, their own theology.

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. ~Ephesians 4:11-14

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. James May, Jr.

To support the preaching of the Gospel and the training of workers for the harvest, please make a 
donation via our PayPal account via a link on our website or send your checks made payable to Lutherans 
in Africa to:

Lutherans in Africa 
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
7500 State Road 
Parma, OH 44134

Lutherans in Africa is registered with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) charity. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full 
extent of the law.
 

 www.LutheransinAfrica.com
 
©2011 Lutherans in Africa | c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church | 7500 State Road | Parma, Ohio 44134  

Rev. James May, Rt. Rev. Dr. Martin Shao, Rev. Dr. Fredrick 
Shoo, and Rev. Albert Mongi


