
Lessons of 2010
In many ways, it has been a very 
challenging and rewarding year. 
To look back and realize that  
we nearly had to close our  
mission center at the end of 
2009 only to see the mission 
saved by God, using many of 
you, is a testament that we  
walk by faith and not by sight. 
The work of the church should 
not be constrained by business  
models; nevertheless, we should 
be good stewards and find a 
way to accomplish tasks with 
the means provided. These are 
some of the lessons we have 
learned. The most important 
lesson has been that God taught 
us to take everything to Him 
in prayer and continue to fight 
the good fight. Maybe you have 
heard and read of our struggles. 
We thank all of you for your 
prayers and encouragement. 

One thing we have to be thankful 
for is the confirmation of four young 
adults: Sharon Nyambura, Augustine 
Atunga, Maggie Maduka, and  
Rogers Mwangi. They were quite 
overwhelmed last year, when they 
learned that they had to memorize  
the entire catechism by heart, yet they 
did not refuse. In fact, there was little 
complaining. One might have tried 

to find an easier path, especially for 
Maggie, who never finished school 
and could not read or write very well. 
It was so encouraging to see her effort 
in spite of this obstacle. But guess 
what? She was the first to memorize 
the catechism and, in the end, assisted  
the others to learn! Praise be to God for 
all His good gifts! 
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Our family has not been to the USA since 2008! It is time for us to see 
our biological and church families. Because you are scattered all over 
the country, we need to start planning now. If you would like us to visit, 
email and let us know (proliturgy@me.com). We really want to meet 
as many of you as possible. If your church would appreciate a mission 
presentation, it would be a great blessing for us. At the same time, please 
understand that we are fully dependent on supporters to get us to their 
city and provide accommodation. 

Summer Furlough

Four confirmations!
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It may have been a good thing that 
I returned earlier than anticipated 
to Kenya, because in December I 
received many requests to teach. 
December is actually “summer,” 
weather wise, and many schools close 
from mid-December to mid-January. 
Churches take advantage of this time 
to have theological retreats. [This is 
quite common in Scandinavia and 
may be the source of this custom.] 
Each parish (equivalent to an LCMS 
circuit) will invite theologians to 
teach various topics to men, women, 
and youth. 

I was chosen to teach on the Office 
of the Keys in Nyagesa, Monianku, 
and Itierio. Good News helped 
facilitate this conference via issue #28 
on the Keys. 

Aborted trip to Guinea
Even the best human plans are not necessarily the ones God has for us. 
In November, I had planned to teach a seminar in Guinea for pastors 
and evangelists. The last time I was in Guinea was in 2006 and since 
then I have received repeated requests to return and teach. Funds were 
raised, a schedule was set, and I traveled to Mali in order to obtain a 
visa and then make my way down to the forest region of Kissidougou by 
car. Unfortunately, because of disputes over their recent elections, the 
borders were closed and the seminar had to be postponed until a later 
date. We will try again.

Parish Bible Studies
Most people had never heard 

about the Office of the Keys and 
could not explain what Jesus meant 
when He said to Peter, “I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19; 
see also John 20:21-23). 

The Catholic Church teaches that 
the Keys are an authority given to the 
pope. He alone, they teach, can let 
people into heaven and he can lock 
them out. This can be terrifying for 
the sheep, especially with a cruel and 
ungodly undershepherd. This is not 
what Jesus intended. 

In Africa, all of the churches 
have doors with locks. So, I asked 

attendees what they would do if 
the pastor locked the church and 
started using it for his own private 
business. What would they do if 
the pastor stopped having Sunday 
services and was only interested in 
making money? [Unfortunately that 
sometimes actually happens!] At 
each retreat, they said they would 
take the keys away from the pastor 
and give them to another who would 
use the church as a place of worship 
for all Christians. Exactly! 

Jesus did not give Peter physical 
keys; rather Jesus breathes on the 
apostles and gives them spiritual 
keys, i.e., the Word of God that 
opens and closes, kills and gives  
life. The Word of God that makes  
water, bread, and wine effective  
for forgiving sins and giving life. 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 
these bones, and say to them, O dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
Thus says the Lord GOD to these 

bones: Behold, I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live.

ezekiel 37:4-5
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continuing education seminar 
As we move forward into 2011, we have many plans to bring God’s  
Word and solid teaching to His people. In French speaking West Africa, 
we would like to hold continuing education seminars for pastors, church 
leaders, and evangelists, who are currently leading congregations but 
often lack teaching resources. 

We began by introducing Liturgies et Cantiques Lutheriens (the French 
version of the Lutheran Service Book) in January 2010. It was well- 
received, but, unfortunately, time limited the number of hymns and  
liturgies that could be taught in a single week. 

Additionally, hosting one seminar for seven different countries 
was simply not effective for the entire region. While the host country 
had most of their pastors and church workers present, the other  
six countries were limited to only a few participants due to financial 
constraints. 

We would like to hold a minimum of three seminars in 
2011, but it will not be easy: 
1.  Funds are needed to host each seminar. We are pleased 

the good work God is doing through Lutherans in 
Africa is gaining a larger audience. As additional  
support comes in, we will organize additional seminars.  
Each one costs approximately $5,000 (US).

2.  Musicians are needed to help my limited musical 
abilities. The church musician does not have to 
speak French, but being able to pronounce French is  
important. 

3.  And hymnals are needed! We actually have 250  
hymnals coming in a shipping container from Good 
News, but we need 750 more. The long range goal is for each language 
group to gradually translate these hymnals into African languages. 
This is what happened in Tanzania and Kenya with the Swahili  
hymnal, Mwimbieni Bwana. Lutherans in western Kenya have just  
completed a ten-year project translating that hymnal into Ekegusii. 

 

swAhili 

Book of Concord  
and law & Gospel
In East Africa, the Swahili Book of 
Concord will be printed for the first 
time in history! The translation and 
printing of this essential resource was 
furnished by the Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation. But now it needs to be 
launched and introduced. 

It is hard to imagine how 
churches can be “confessional,” 
when many of them have never had 
access to the Lutheran Confessions! 

Additionally God’s No and God’s 
Yes, a summary of Walther’s The 
Proper Distinction Between Law and 
Gospel is currently being translated 
into Swahili and will be published in 
2011. 

Pietistic mission influences have 
laid a foundation of strong legalism. 
Indeed the Law is necessary to 
show our sin and need for a savior, 
but without the strong preaching of 
the Gospel many are left to follow 
a path of good works rather than 
seeking the means of grace that 
God offers. 
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We had a peaceful Christmas and are 
now at the last day of 2010. This year, 
we celebrated as a family—no guests, 
no visiting—and found it relaxing 
and enjoyable. This welcome peace 
and rest will continue on into the 
New Year a bit, as friends and family 
from Finland have sent funds for us 
to visit Mombasa! It will be good to 
take James completely away from his 
work for a brief respite. We hope the 
rest will help recharge his “batteries” 
and give him the strength needed 
to continue afterwards in the midst 
of all challenges his work brings. 
Naturally the trip will also provide 
for the daddy-and-husband void to 
be filled for the kids and myself!

Our life here continues without 
great change. Although one significant 
one was that we got a used van for 
our family! It hasn’t been easy to fit 
eight people into a five-seater. Now 
the kids rejoice that everybody has 
their own seat belt and nobody has 

Prayer requests
We always need your prayer 
support. At this time we ask your 
prayers for:
•  Safety and peace for the people 

in Côte d’Ivoire.

•  Guidance and strength for all 
those who are involved in the 
mission of Lutherans in Africa.

•   Effective use of the Kimeru 
and Kiswahili catechisms that 
are being delivered from the 
printer.

•   Safety and protection for Tiina 
and the kids.

Home Front News 
from Tiina

to hold another 
person in his/
her lap on these 
bumpy African 
roads. I bet the 
eight-hour trip 
to Mombasa will 
be much more 
comfortable this 
time round.

James has also 
started a garden in our yard with 
the help of Tristan and our workers. 
Having all the tomatoes, cucumbers, 
and spinach we can eat from there 
has been simply wonderful. Corn, 
cabbage, and onions are on their way! 

Inside the house something else is 
growing: Matthew, now six months 
old, is getting to be such a big boy. 
As he has gained mobility, he has 
also caused a bit of trouble. Nothing 
is safe—especially since electric 
cords are his favorite new “toy”! 
Recently, he learned to pull himself 

up and even climb a few stairs. 
Of course, his unsteady legs often 
send him tumbling down rather 
uncomfortably. Good thing I have 
all these kids to help look after him. 
Even Jonas lets me know: “Uh-oh, 
Mom. Matthew will fall! Boom!”

We are already looking forward 
coming to the States in summer and 
seeing as many of you as possible! 
God’s Blessings on your lives during 
this year of our Lord 2011!
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