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WE ARE OFFICIAL!  
Lutherans in Africa is now registered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit.  This means you can send your 
support in the name of “Lutherans in Africa” and it will be counted as a tax deductible gift. If 
you would like to support the preaching of the Gospel and the training of workers for the harvest, 
please send your support to; 
 

Lutherans in Africa 
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
7500 State Road 
Parma, Ohio 44134 

 
SEPT-OCT SUMMARY 
The past two months have been extremely 
busy. This is because the support for the 
mission work of “Forming African 
Christians to be Teachers of the Faith” has 
steadily increased.  This in turn, has 
enabled more opportunities to offer 
teaching seminars.  In early September, I 
taught a two week course on the Augsburg 
Confession to seminary students in Sudan.  
In late September, Cantor Phillip Magness 
and I taught and recorded hymns and liturgy from the new French Lutheran Hymnal in Congo. 
Mid-October we had our annual general meeting with East African church leaders.  Then in late 
October, Rev. Dr. Simojoki and I introduced the Ekegusii Lutheran Hymnal, “Moterere 
Omonene”, to the founding region of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya.   
 
In the next few months, there are teaching seminars planned in Kissidougou, Guinea; Lusaka, 
Zambia; and multiple seminars in western Kenya.  Please consider supporting these theological 
seminars.  The goal of Lutherans in Africa is to teach pastors and church leaders so that they, in 
turn, can teach the Christian faith to their people.  God gave the Office of the Ministry to build 
up the body of Christ and to teach the faith as it says in Ephesians 4:11-14; 
 
“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 



 

 

waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes.” 
 
Traveling around Africa, it is evident that the devil is alive and active trying to deceive believers 
and tear them from Christ and His church.  The greatest need for the church is more teaching and 
more teaching resources.  This is why we work with Lutheran Heritage Foundation to get sound 
Lutheran resources translated into the native 
languages of the many nations in Africa. 
 
 
SUDAN 
This was my second trip to Sudan but my 
first as a visiting professor at the Concordia 
Lutheran Institute for the Holy Ministry.  
We went through the entire Augsburg 
Confession along with parts of the Apology 
and the Formula of Concord.  Surprisingly 
this was the first course on the Book of 
Concord for these men.  They had each 
received a copy of the Lutheran Confessions 
over a year ago but didn’t know how to use 
this book.  They were honest enough to 
admit that no one had read it.  BUT once I 
explained the history of the Reformation, 
why each article was written, and the 
importance for the church today, it created a 
desire to study it more.  They saw how the 
Book of Concord articulated the core issues 
of theology that impact the practices of 
differing denominations.  Many of them 
requested further seminars not just for them, but also for the evangelists who have received little 
or no training.   
 
CONGO 
The seminar in Congo had two goals; first, to introduce the new French Lutheran Hymnal to our 
Lutheran brothers and sisters in Congo, and secondly, to create a recording of tunes from this 
hymnal to share with the many Christians we will not be able to reach physically.  The recording 
is necessary because most Africans do not know how to read music.  Instead of learning by 
reading the notes, they learn by hearing and repeating.  Therefore to give a hymnal with printed 
music is not necessarily the best method with which to teach.  In six days, Cantor Phillip 
Magness was able to teach and record 23 hymns and 7 pieces of liturgy.  If you would like to see 
and hear some of the recordings they are available on YouTube at;  
http://www.youtube.com/user/proliturgy. 
 
 



 

 

KENYA 
October 24-25 the Lutheran 
hymnal “Moterere 
Omonene” was dedicated at 
Itierio Lutheran Church in 
Itierio, Kenya.  This is the 
founding congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Kenya.  It was 
started by the Swedish 
Lutheran Mission in 1948.  
Since that time they have 
used the Lutheran Kiswahili 
hymnal “Mwimbieni 
Bwana” but have always 
desired a hymnal in their 
mother tongue.  Over time, 
some shorter hymnbooks 
were made but now they have a complete hymnal after all these years.  “Moterere Omonene”, 
which means “Let us praise the Lord”, has 347 hymns, Sunday liturgies, as well as liturgies for 
weddings, funerals, confirmations, baptisms, various dedications, propers for each Sunday, as 
well as Luther’s Small Catechism.  The project was launched by the former presiding Bishop 
Francis Nyamwaro in 2002.  The current bishop of the South West Diocese of the ELCK, Bishop 
Thomas Asiago said it was the greatest day in his life when he received the very first copy from 
the printer.   
 
HOME FRONT NEWS FROM TIINA 
Soon after returning from Finland our three oldest children started school.  Maggie and Tristan 
switched over to an American curriculum Christian school from their old school (British 
curriculum).  They were as excited as Sarai who finally got to go with the big kids as she started 
the kindergarten. All of them have liked their studies just fine and are progressing well. 
 
James has been traveling a lot, but we have survived pretty nicely this time. Of course we have 
had to suffer the power cuts that always come in plenty when James is gone and Sunday services 
are always interesting to say at least, since I have to play the keyboard, hold one or two kids in 
my lap and give angry looks at others who start fidgeting too much. Naturally they stay in line 
better when daddy is around. But thankfully no bigger problems have found us. 
 
As a consolation for James being away so much and working long hours the other times we 
wanted to surprise the kids. We pulled them from school for one day and enjoyed a long 
weekend at Lake Baringo, five hours away from Nairobi. This was our first family vacation 
during our time in Kenya. It was very nice to observe birds at the area –there are over 500 
species there! Hippos, huge lizards and crocodiles were also fun to watch. Although having our 
house only couple of yards away from the water’s edge and them crocks crawling right to the 
front step caused us parents some nervousness… Boat rides at the lake and swimming in a pool 



 

 

on the top of a high island were well received as well and we all returned back home happy and 
refreshed. 
 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
We always need your prayer support.  At this time we ask your prayers for: 

 Rev. James May who will be traveling a lot in the next two months. 
 Safety and protect for Tiina and the kids. 
 That many in francophone West Africa and Kenya may learn hymns which teach the Christian 

faith and proclaim the mighty deeds of our God and Savior. 
 Strength, courage, and direction for the new Sudanese pastors.  That they may teach the people 

charged to them the pure Word of God so they may know the way of salvation. 
 Safety and peace for the people in Guinea as they prepare for elections, violence is possible. 
 The upcoming seminars that many would be equipped to teach the saving faith. 

 

SUPPORT 
Lutherans in Africa is registered as a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit. If you would like to support the 
preaching of the Gospel and the training of 
workers for the harvest, please send your 
support to; 
 

Lutherans in Africa   
c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
7500 State Road 
Parma, Ohio 44134 

If you are in Finland you can send support to the 
mission account set up by LSRY; 

 
Lähetystilin Numero: OP 521413-213013 
Viitenumero: 1232 
Saaja: Länsi-Suomen Rukoilevaisten 

Yhdistys r.y. 


